THE 457TH BOMB GROUP ASSOCIATION
811 NORTHWEST "B" STREET
BENTORVILLE, AREKANSAS 72712
TECEMBER 1975
Dear Fireballers:
MERRY CERISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR !

It is time to get our 1976 reunion on the bell and start it rolling. I think we have
had good response in the last 3 months.

LOCATION OF REUNION: Rentonville is 7 miles South of Missourl State line on Rwy 71 -
and about 30 mlles Zast of Cklahora, in the lorthwest corner of Arkensas. Homer and
Lourrene (Mickey) welcomes one and all. Men and femilies are welcome at our home.
Pacne (501) 273-3908, address £11 Southwest "B" St, Bentonville, Arkansas T2712.

CHANGE OF LOCATION OF REUKION: HNOW et Eentonville Holiday Inn Motel: We learned thet
Lost Bridge resért hes changed mencgement and cannot accommodate all of us for the
reunion. We have Holiday Inn, Ewy 71 North, 3 or b hlocks from Homer's home. To
obtain the whole complete Motel, and be essured of Bentonville, YOU - I repeat, YOU
must reserve by Varch '76. Fowever, if Bentonville fills; leter reservations cah be
mede in Rogers Holiday Imn, 7 miles South. If you want a block of rooms together for
your crow or friends ask for adjoining rooms when you reserve. Your local Folidey
Inn Motel will make the reservations and give prices. Please; also notify us wheh you
heve your reservations, we can confirm them in June. Foliday Inn has private ber for
their own; we are a dry county, however; o State Linc is 7 miles. Campers cen camp
at Beaver Lake, which is sbout 8 miles Fast from Fentonville.

3 RD REUNION: Wives, friends, children - ell are included: July 3rd - 8th, 1976

July 3rd Saturday srriving - registration - 6:30 PV Social

July U4th Sunday Welcome Breskfast - afternoon - Springdale Picentennisl Parade
as a group, Darbecue - Podeo — «wonitg

July 5th lMonday ‘Bentonvilles B-17 dedication (if we obtain one)

Water mellon feast, tour Civil Wer Cave - got together
July 6th Tuesdey Cormittee Meetings till noon. Films, Fnelend, Airforce filus
July Tth Wednegday Pusiness meeting, picture teking, Social, banquet & dancing

July 8th Thursday Bus Tour Pee Fidge let'l Battle Field, sack lunch
FPureka Springe, shopping, Christ of Ozarks Statur
"Passion Play" evening performance - live performances

Lny suggestions for the program, or chanpe, please write at once so we can do this.
Pemenmber - this is YOUR REUNION.

FUTURE REUNIOES: Many possible plades have written--wanting to teke it. If you wish
this information, write, olso if you have information or requests--write, so it caon
be sent to the men who will head up thet committee.

COMYITTEES FOR REUNION: MOW, Todey is the time to contact us telling what committee
7ou prefer, if no one contacts, then some eppointments will be made by Feb ist. £L11
suggestions should be sent to us, so the committees can be working on them and bring
them to the reunion for a vote.

UHAT TO BRING: (if maerried) bring WIFE AND KIDS ~~ MUST ERING YOURSELF, }MUST BLING
momentoes of 457th, we have lots of pictures, letters, FPleose—-attach your name to
each onc and gather up before you leave. Also, note if you want anything left with
the historian. We'll be ther - (Briggs femily,Jerry 18, Robert 16, Lece 13, David 12,
throe daughters and families ~ part time).
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C.L. EGIVEDT DIES, FATHER OF B-17 SEATTLE, Oct 21, 1975 (UPI)
Cleire L. Egtvedt, known as the father of the B-17 Flying Fortress of World War II,
died at his home Sunday night. ¥o wes 83 years old. Mr. Egtvedt, retired chairman
of the Booing C., was directly respcnsible for the decision to develop the B-17 in
the 1272'4a.
"THE FIRFBALL OUTFIT" written by one of our own - Ken Blakebrough - In our travel
o England we found at least 7 different cities, many men in each, all owners of the
Fireball Outfit book, as well as the Mighty Eighth Air Froece book. All were so
interested in history of both; Homer was thoroughly questioned on all accounts, and
in return learned wuch. Homer had the honor of autographing each and everyone's book,
one just under Jimmy Stewart (actor) signature, who had visited Memorial Day. These
men are very interssted in meeting and/or writing to all men, end asked that anyone
visiting to contact them vhen in England. They have met a few 457th men ~ enjoyed oll.
(addresses elsevwhere in newsletter). To crder book: The Fireball Outfit
(ISBH~0-8168-9754~9) lero Publishers, Inec, 329 Aviabion Roed, Fallbrook, Ca. 92028
Include check or money order for £3.95

BINGS: We have Airforce rings crder book address, write if interested.

MINIATURE B-17: If interested in Pewter B-17 Tie Tecks, place order before June 1st,
1976. We gave Gordon Towsend one in Fnglend ond he was very pleased.

CURRENT ROSTER: U461 current eddresses, sent hundred of inguiries with old addresses,
not all 461 have joined. NOTE: With ovor 450 men,and hundreds of new inquiries, this
is a lot of work and easy to oversook some part of it. PLEASE - if you ettended the
past 2 reunions end/or peid 7.50 you are entitled to a membership cord end Ballot to
vote. If you have not rececived yours pleese write immediately and Mickey will send.

 CARTOONIST: A certoonist is interested in beering from the sroup and if we have &
way, he would like to draw cortoons for our newsletter, however, I have no way ot the
proescnt to do this. He is Momsicur Guy Joequenmin, Rue Devant Wachet, 6, 6770,
Seint-Legor Province de luxenbourg Belgium

INTERESTED HISTORIANS: These men haeve written that they would welcome inforration on
our group -- ¥r, Don Clds (new address) 1403 Fighland, Folla, Yo 6501 — .
Vr. Fric Dhodes, 31,Xent Road,)ergate,Fent,CT 9-3 SN Inglend, (rescarching historian)

| VICE PTESIDENT: Howord Lersen has been hospitelized--still on the mend: Cards to him
would be great, slow progress for Foward, prayers gnd,tboughts go to hinm.

$OTICE LOS AKGELES TIMES 1975: L.E. Watson, rotired frmy MYaj General, dies at &1 yrs,
former Beverly Hills city councilmen end *ecyor. Fe was the father of 457th Col Leroy
H. Watgon; jr;, deccased. !aj Gen Watson wrote Homer: "My son wes very proud to have
been o member of the 457th. I have written for a copy of the 'Fireball Qutfit' book.
Frelosed is & $25.00 donotion in memory of my son”.

FEVBERSHIP & REUNICH ADVERTISING: Ve have been in several newspapers, Beserye Officers
Lssoe; Air Force Assoc, Lir Force Times, Mississlppi Papers, Beltimore, Washington Star,
Glen Bernie, Maryland Gazette, IMaine State American Legion Paper, Moryland State
Aucricen Legion Paper, Legion megazine, Disebled wageszine, Aviation Weck, Space Tech-
nology, Aerospace Fistorian, ocse Paper, Flks Paper. Arkansas Papers. Do you have
your State papers notified ? Do so today.




CUREENT ADDRESSES: In keeping an up-to~date file to be handed to future Secry/Trecs
we need your questionnaires filled in - whether you join or not. If you do not have
the questionnaire please write for one. If you move plense send change of address.
This is the only wey we cen keep you on our mailing list.

VISITORS: Paul and Ronda Dirchen, Minn, visited on their wey to Tew Orleazns. et and
vigited with David Calleghan, l’ess, while he was in Englend. Meny calls and letters
from the many men and their wives. Den and lorna Grehar visited Peterborough this
pest May - June, William and Ericks Vorris and several others also visited the area.

WISTORIAN: lickey mede end presented e special decopege plaque of the Figh Flight
Poer: to four English historians in Peterborough. They were given on behalf of the
L57th Group end the Briggs femily. ¥ickey has 15 books of papers, pictures, naps,
several large sheets of pictures, & decoupage plaque of “Charter lMembers® to be on
displey at all reunions. Also lMickey has prepared a permenent scroll of the Mermoxdial
1ish of men. Fach reunion the lotest names will be added in a special gervice. We
have obtained a new version of the "Fiph Flight" poum for the atiendees. Copies of
the Bylaws have been made for the attendees of reunion, also.

FNCLAND: The 457th Charter Flight to England was cenceled. Some went on their own
ot different times. As many of you know, Homer, Mickey, and their L boys went to
Fagland. Left home Aug 15, 1975, returned Sept 12th. Visited Dee Owsley and Oscer
Zoirtyohann end their wives, near St Lovis. Talked by phone with Joe Turney in Chi,
before taking off from Chicego, Aug 184h for London. YWent directly to Feterhorough
where we met Gordon and Joen Townsend, snd daughters. They geve ue their friendship
and puidence thru their Englend that we will alwaeys cherigh. They in turn had us reet
their thro: f:1low 457th historians. We all exchanged our inforretion and pictures.
These men all want to correspond with 457th men,Gordon is a Fire Officer in the cily
of Peterborough and collects anything pertaining to Fireman's gear, recent or old. -
buttons to medals - to models of firetrucks. If any Firemen has something vou would
like to bring to the reunion, Gordon plans to attend.

Gordon E. Townsend (son of George) DBernard Pains John Walker

17 Avon Court 29 Western Ave L, Farring Don Close
Gunthorpe, Peterborough Peterborough Burford Estate

PE 4 6 England PEL 4 HS Fngland Peterborough, Fngland

Tric Brumby George Townsend, carctaeker of the merorial for many years.
A2 Pluebell Ave These Ut men sre now helping him. These men placed fewur
Peterborough PE 13 = H poppy crosses on the menorial on Armistice Dey.

Cambs, England

It is their hope to core to our July 176 revnion to be with us. They recently, in &
Yilitary Displey in October 1975 at Peterborough, had o displey of 45Tth gathered
pictures, data, reconstructed base, etc. These four men ore knows ns"The L5Tih
Cletton Fistorical Group, Peterborough® within the “Soke ¥ilitery Historiecal Socieby”
of Peterborough, Fngland. They presented Homer with a tie with their emblem, end
esked him to be their first FEONORARY mermber. They in turn would be heonored wo bseums
an hssociate Member of our group, if we should vote to have Lssociabe Ferbers. T
men visited recently the sight of crash of 'Miss Ide' end Ffound zeme inherestiag ploces.

THE STOWE AVERICAN MONWUMENT: Meny who have visited the monument know thet it ise
deteriorating again, snd some said the grounds weren't kept at thet time. We now have
these other men helping George Tovmsend, while he was not able to be on his lecge.

We also inguired many places for help to restore the monument with a more lasting
nateriel.



