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DESCRIPTION OF 2.CIDENT
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DESCRIFTION OF ACCIDENT

(Erid nareative of secidont.  [oelude statement of responsibility ssd recommendations for action to prevent fegsetiilon]
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This accident ca~used on the 10th of Septesber 104 shout Z1000 £t nesr
8t. Quentin, Freroe,

I was flying ship No, 42=FT45] in nusber three position of the low sjusdron
in the high box., Lt. Passmors wes flying in the mumber gix position of the sumwe
squadror and box. I hesrd somesone asy "Pull it up®, three timesover the radio,
Looking below I saw this ship =apidly olimbing under :'ll. I wan not Flying et
the time, but 1 grabbed the ﬂi-n and rulled back, at the seza time that oy
co=pilot also pulled it bmok, Thers was & hard j-"‘f ihim re-‘.- like the vertliosl
stabilizer had hit and then the props chewed into his ship. 1 sew his tail ssction
seperate from ths rest of the ship and fall, sad thet was that lmst 1 sew of the
other shin,

I told my bombardier and navigator to bail out with the intention of elearing
the ship, and as they went cut 1 started to work with ths controls snd finally
zot the ship back under comtrol. We then prnceded back to England snd landed
at the home field.

.ffx:rnéﬂi?f'é*/ ff -x*i 4"‘:

HAROLD D. GAY,
llt Ltc' Ml‘ cﬂr?‘t
Pilot (751st).




On the morming of 10 Bepte~ter 1944, in ship Mo, 42-9745684 ! think we got
osught in prop wash, the left wing went up and we hit 461. Teil section must
have heen out off, eause we went over an our” beok, acd started sodnning.

- then olinbed out of the exsape hateh, in the nose gectlon, whiech at the time
wag uo over my head, I parsohuted and landed about thirty (30) miles south
of Lacapella, I sew one other chuts, watehing the ship umtil it creshed, Two
bodles were in the hospital, in Lasapslls. I identified them as being, Sgt.
Able, and Sgt. Fauls, Hospital sttendants say thats all they could find ae
the orash, Search of the vicinity wes nade by soldiers, but no success.

JERQME W, PACE,
Znd Lt., Air Corpa.,
Havigator.
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= ms leadly the Low Squedron on the mission of which this scclident
happenad, My number three Wing Mar mnd Fumber 8ix man collided. My number
Ares mhn wai lagging back and slightly dosm at the tise., When [ looked
bagk tre numbar six men, ship No, 4207458, hed pulled up in fromt of my

number three mar, ship No, 42-0T7451.
As I could see it, ship 451 hit the top of 458 in front of the stabilizer.
I loat sight of 451

Ship 456 went into a slow roll wi*h no tall assembly.
after gollision.

M 2L

DEAN F1BE,
lat Lt, Adr Oorpe.,
Pilat,




On the mornin £ 10 Septamber 1944, in ship Mo. 42=07458, we were Flying

along at 20000 Pt. about Forty (40,
saugh®* in prop wash, or the rudder gable broke. We swung over toward lo, 4 wr

rinutes from the target, | figured ws were
]
5 position, ta!l first, Our tail hitting props of Shio Nn, 42-8T451, severing
tall seotion anonetaly off., I olizbed out throuck severed opening, And pAra-
shuted, landing shout thres (3) miles south of Lascapalls, 1 saw one other pare=
ghute, but pothis: elas, Tn Lacapalla hospital, about five (8) =ilez from

oraghed ship, I saw two bodies, they were Waist Curper, Elmer E Able, Sgt., ard

Ball Turret Gunrer, Sgt. James I, Fauls,.

JACOR . CHINERTMAKY,
B2eTeRs0, Sgt.,
761lst Eoml Sgusdron.
Tail Gunner,
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HEADQUARTERS L57TH SoBROSNT GROTP (H)
Of fice of the Flying Control Officer
AMF Station 130

U. 8. Ay
10 Septamber 1944

SUBJECTs Adrcraft Accident of B-17 Number 42-57451.

ko] + Adreraft Accident Officer, L57thk Bombardment Group, AFO 557, U.5. Army.

The aireoraft sceident involving aireraft No. 4297451 and an unidentified
aireraft was unobserved by Flying Control perscmnel.

1st
Duty Flying Comtrol Officer.
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