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Behind the Scenes

Of the 457th Bomb Group Association

In arder to explore aspects of cur Association’s
possible future, in late Octoher our new
president Eric O, Zemper went to Washington,
DC to attend the &th Alr Force Historical
Society mestings. While there, he was ahle to
talk with a couple of the officers and the
executive director of the Society to explore the
possibility of the 457th BGA halding our annual
(stateside) reunions/meaeatings in conjunction
with the Sociaty, which has been an item of
dizcussion at our recent board meetings (we
held such a joint meeting at aur 2018 reunion
in Dayton, OH). Mot surprisingly, all af the
Society people were very suppartive of the idea
and encouraged us to do so. The executive
director said they would do whatever necessary
to help us out, We just have to let them know
ahead of time sach year that we plan to hald
rmeetings with them, so they can help arrange a
hospitality suite that serves as the site for the
Group's business meeting, and arrange for a
table for our Group at the Rendezvous Dinner
far the Groups. As we are awars, a number of
BGs and FGs are already doing this, and this
year they had a recerd number of 30 BGs and
FGs invalvad. The anly othar requiremeant the
executive director noted with regard to our
meeting under their umbrella was that
evanyong who ragisters Lo attend their
meetings must be a Society member. This
wolld represent a minimal additional cost for
our mambers. As of next year, the Society’s
annual dues will be $80 per year. That would be
in addilion to our $25 par year.

Allin all, after reviewing the costs for attending
our reunions over tha past few years comparead
to the costs for the 8th AFHS mestings, it
appears the relative costs can reasonably be
considered pretty much a wash betwean tha
two approaches, with any additional costs

NOT JUSTTODAY...

bieing directly related to availakility of more
evant/tour and dinner options at the Society
meetings. which the member is free to choose
af hot, Ahd meeating in conjunction with the
Society eliminates tha hassle for aneg or mare
of our members having to arrange hotels,
evants/tours and dinners for each meeting,
and the costs in time and money involved
with that process. If we do decide to move in
this direction, we are not obligated to meet
with the Society every vear. And we can still
arrange reetings at/near Glatten whenever
we want, gither in place of the annual
stateside meeting (with the Societyl orin
addition to a stateside meeting. Nancy
Archulata is currently exploring a way to sat
up those meetings in the future, so we don't
canlinue Lo impoase an Tim and Angie Mawsll
[although thay have not indicated it's an
imposition, it still does have to be quite an
effort on their part). There will be more about
these possibilities in future issues of this
newsletter.
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Stateside Reunion - Gettysburg, PA
September 2022

(Fhesteas oo popstions silarratted by

Mooy Archeleta & Ging Morgan)

Reflection 457¢h BG Association
membars touring a
One might ask,“What does Gettysburg have Cettysburg battietiald.

to do with World War 177 Well, we found out
at this reunion that it could have had a
tremendous potential impact. Let's imagine,
for a morment, that the South had wan tha
Civil \War. Remember, that Gettysburg was
the turning point when the Morth became the
obvious winnar. We could have been made
up of many small countries nat unlike Europe
or South and Central America. We would not
have been a majar ally in World War (] that
lrrought down the Mazi regime. The potential

autcome is too unfathomable to imagine.
Sebrnifled by Mooy Archedein

T € endd Wober cavael © FersEaireel
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The il War and Gertysburg

WWII Museum in Gettysburg

Mancy Archuleta and Gina Morgan
tauring Gettyshurg, PA

Along with the opportunity to towr the
Gettysburg Battlefield and Museum, we visitad
the W 1| Museurm that is a stone's throw
away fram the Cwight D. Eisenhower Ranch. It
was the best time to visit bacause tha weather

Gina M. and Chris 5. atop the FA manumant
at Gettyshurg,

was perfect and we had an opportunity to view
live axhibits.

By Moncy Archideis

Kurt Gunderson takes 2 moment to reflect at the
faot of the Minnesota Memanial at Gettysburg. He
is from Minnesata.
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Stateside Reunion - Gettysburg, PA
September 2022

(Phdo e oo terd
Marcy Archuieto § dorgan
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Unicn Flag with battle scars.

Fennsylvania Memaorial
with an angel on top,
ettysburg Court house

from the 1800's

Peace Memoria with Eternal Flame

Angel on top of the Pennsylvania Memaorial

An original fance on the battlafisld.
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Mote from the {new) President

At our Association’s recent meeting in Gettysburg
{arranged in a suparb manner by former President
Will Flumam. Ir), | was selacted by tha membars
present as the new President of cur arganization.
As | said while accepting this honar, I'm a relative
‘newhia’ to the Association, having joined in 2016
when | accompanied my father to his first 457th
raunicn just a month before he died. But | will do
iy best to carty on the excellent work of my
immediate pradecassors, Mancy Archuleta and Will
Fluman. My marching orders from Mancy focused
on preserving the history of the 457th BG and the
mamary of those who served with the 457th, This
resonates with me, since | have hean waorking for
the past few years to digitize and preserve the
thousands of photographic images and movie film
my father brought back from Glatton after the
War.

My father was LT Duane L. Zemper, the CO of the
A571h BG's phaoto lab and photo intalligence unit.
These items he brought hack from England are an
amazing trove of historical material that he
fortunately was able to rescue from being
destroyad as the unit was being retumed to the
States, and this material will ke a small part of our
praservation efforts as we move inta the future.

Qur current bylaws state that the chjective of the
457th Bomb Group Association “shall ke the
prazarvation of the historical significance of the
A457th Bomb Group (H), United States Army Air
Corps, and the continuity of a spirit of friendship
and camaradarie which first came into being as a
rasult of military service in that organization
during World War 11" With only a very few onginal
mernbers of the unit still with us, and those few in
their late 905, that spint of frendship and
camaraderie among those men by whom thease
beylaws were written will soon pass from the scene,
It rewe Talls an us, tha sacond, third and fourth
generations following these great men, to be tha
anes whao can and will carny on this task. As | write
this, word has arrived that we hawe just lost one of
the last few surviving members of the 457th,
YWaughn Dale Heidenreich, a bormkardier in the
748th Bomber Squadron. And we are reminded
that evan those of us in the second generation are
starting to disappear, as word has just arrived of
the passing of long-time board member Trisha
Mach Robertson whose father, Bill Mach, was ohe
of the top photegraphers in my father's photo
unit. Thay both weare an important part of the
457th BGA, and they will be missed.

5o please maintain your membership in the 457th
BG Association (or pleaze join if you're not already
a mamber), and start encouraging the younger
generations behind us to bacome involvad, My
son has been contributing to the 457th website
for several years, and 'l be encouraging his two
sisters to join as third generation members. And
my oldest granddaughter (fourth generation), a
freshman in high school, has been very interested
in her great-grandfather's WWI experiences, so 'l
he making sure she joins, We need maore of thess

later genaration mambers to carry on the spirit
and memary of the 457th!
Please do your part to encourage membership.

In the next newsletter Il talk more about where
our arganization will be geing in the future,

Eric 0. Zempar, FhD
President, 457th BGA
zemper@msu.edu

1945 - 15 montn ole Rick meets his father
wpean relurn froem WL

Extremely Proud of His Dad -
{And, Deservedly So)

| hope you will indulge me while | take a
moment to boast a kit about my father, Lt
Duane L Zemper. Several of you met him when
he attended his first 457th BGA reunicn in 2014,
which turnad cut to be just ane month bafore he
died,

Tha day after his death, saveral paople in my
hometown, where my father still lived, got
together ta plan something to memarialize his
legacy in the community, and formed a
committes to pursue this project, which | joined

as a representative of the family. The result a
couple of years later, on what would have been
his §9th birthday. was the unveiling of the Zemp
Legacy Status an the lawn of the town library.
The committes wanted to make it an ‘interactive’
piece of artwark, and the sculptors we hired
wizre fully on board with that concept. They
incorporated nearly 60 “Eastar eggs" for people
to look for an the statue that symhaolized his
interests and accomplishments, Soon after, | put
together a booklet identifying all thase items
and the stories behind them, which the lilbrany
provides to children and people who wish to
track them down. You'll note that the 457th is
mentioned right up front, and ha's halding the
Graflex camera he acquired while at Glatton and
used throughout the rest of his career as a
priofessional photographer. The family is
honored that so many in the community
supported the project, and we're very proud of

the result.
By Eric D, Zemper

Phuaten e ey el |ric 12, Aremiper, Bhly

The Duane L. Zemper Statue

The lacation and identification of the many
symbels found en the Zemp Legacy Statue, and
tha stories behind those symbaols.

Compiled by Eric 0N Zermper, FhD

Excerpt from Zemp Legacy (by Eric O, Zemper)

Most of the remaining items to be found on the
statue are in the form of bocks and archive
bowes. Here is an example of a Book:

1/) Boak “Saved by the Camera Strap — 102" refers
ta an incident when Zemp was serving in the Army
Alr Force in Englond daring WAL O a training
flight aver the English Channel to fest a new
bombardier wha hod just been assigned to the
A57h BG, the plune wes micking severol posses
aver @ target anchared in the Channel. On each
pass the bambardier wowld drop ane practice
bomb. Zermp was sitting cross-legged on a V-
shaped cofwalk fhat ran through the middle
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[rantinued from page 4}

of the bomb hay of the plane, taking pictures of
where each bomb landed, so the bemberdier's
gecuracy couwld be evaluated. After the fino! pass the
plorne turned back to bose, ond hit an oir pockef, The
plane dropped suddenly and, not being tied dawn,
Zeinp sioimmed against the ceiling of the bomb bay
ond lost consciousness. When he regained
consciousness he found he was completely outside
the pirplare with his legs barging ogainst the
fuselnge in the stipstream, and he was henging onfo
his camera, which was jammed in a corner of the
borrbh bay doors. The K-20 camera, rather than the
strap mentianed in this book title, aotuolly had an
aluminwm hady and handle. It took Zemp about five
minutes to climb back inta the bomb bay, He then
crowled inte the redio room, where the rodio
operator told him there wos o message for him: He
had fust kod a san (Eric) born bock in Howell, This
wias in lote Moy 1944, femp's ioter children were
farever gratefil ke hung an to that camera,

Excerpt from Lemp Legacy by Eric 1 Lemper

Flight Gear, Heated Suits

In the beginning, the B-17 offered some problems
fear the crews flying it. At the Sarvice Ceailing,
breathing was impossible without oxygen masks
and temperatures could reach a staggering —30- C.
(sevare} frosthite was something seen often in the
beginning of the war. Keeping warm was essential
for the crews. Let's focus on how the men kapt
WArm on missions,

The B-17's ware equipped with tharmostats and
alectrical connections so you could plug-in your
electrical heated suit. Starting from April 1941 the

E-1 and F-1 (Blua Bunny) heated suits were
standardized. The E-1 used 12-voltz and the F-1
used 24-velts. When 12-volt was replaced by 24-
wall an all aireraft only the F-1 heated suit weuld
remain. The wiring of the F-1 was like the ald
wiring of a Christrmas tree. If a wire would braak it
would shut down the whole suit and that maant
that the crew had to retum back to base to avoid
frosthite, The suit came with fitted alectrically
heated gloves and shoe inserts which could be
connected to the F-1 suit.

e B

ERe- \

F-1 [ Blue Buriny)

The F-2 heated suit, standardized in August
1943, cormacted the prablems with the F-1
suit, The F-2 suit consisted of twosfour parts,
There were the outer jacket and pants which
nesdad to be connected together. There
were also the inner jacket and pants that also
needed to be connected together. Problems
with this model was that it limited movemant
in the shoulder area and knee area but the
higgest prablem was that it wasn't warm
enough, Additions to this suit were the
electrically heated gloves, shoe inserts, black
fall shoes, an axygen mask shield [to aveid
the oxygen mask freezing up) and a
connection to a heated lens for the B-2

goggles.

ée Jylame 10 7008 F-2 S5 FIING STIT

=

F-3 Flying Suit [hagram

The F-3 heated suit, standardized in February
1444, corrected the problems of the F-2 suit,
The F-3 suit consisted of two parts. There
was a bolero jacket fwo part parallel electric
circuit) and trousers (three part parallel
electric circuit) which needed to be
connacted by an alectric lead. Just like the
F-2 =uit, this model also had problems with
the press studs causing burns if one of the
two prass studs was not placed corractly.
This problem was dealt with on the F-34,
standardized in Cctobar 1944,

The heated suits were, of course, not the
anly items they weuld be wearing on a
mission, In the moming the men would dress
like always (underwear and uniferm). Then,
they would head oul 1o get their electrically
heated suit which they would wear over their
unifarm and under their flying jacket and
pants. Than thay would collect their flying
helmets, goggles. exygen mask, parachute,
life vest and rayon gloves inserts, These
aloves wara worn under the (electrically
heated} gloves. These gloves prevented rmen
fram gelling stuck on frozen matal. Liks
gunners who would take off their gloves and
with their bare hands would try to unjam
their machina guns. Their skin would stick on
the metal causing serious injuries. Wearing
these gloves the men didn't have to werry
about that anymore.

B z03ruEc

Rheostat with extension cord

F-3 heated suit instruction leaflet

Article subrnitted by Erwin de Mooij, along with
Phestos Troem thes 3030 Bomb Grougs seebsite

P r. Wil Flurnmn

MNew U. 5. Historian

Will and his entire family have been very activa
members of the 457th BG Asscciation and
actively recalls the participation of our Airmen
and many of their missions, He is always willing
to share his time and talents to preserve this
unique history. He has agreed to serve as the
L5, Historian to our association along with our
British Histarians Tim and Angela Mewsall; and
our European Histerian Erwin de Moaoj, Thank
you, Will, far your service to the Association.
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In Memoriam

Patricia “Trisha"
Henrie Mach
Robertson

July 3, 1944
Septamber 29, 2022

Board of Directars
457th BGA

Trisha, wha lived a life of service to her family,
friends, students, community, country and her
Cathelic faith, passed away in har Kailua home
on Saptember 29, 2022 surrounded by her
hushand, Gregg, and her daughters. She is
survived by her sisters Suzan {Dennis) King and
Kathleen {(Robart] Ozman, and brothar William 1.
Mach; daughters Micole (Stephen) Busekrus,
Rebecca (Walter) Milas and Heathar Henry: her
grandchildren Jordan, Ashtyn, Erin, Austin,
Adrianna, Ashley; and by her great
grandchildren Elliot, Reinhold and Harlow. Trisha
was born in Hamtramck, Michigan cn July 3,
1944 to William and Henryetta Mach,

Trisha graduataed from Regina High School in
Harper Woods, Michigan and Central Michigan
University, Mount Pleasant, Michigan. Sha
pursued a leng and gratifying career as a scheol
teacher in Michigan and Hawaii, primarily
teaching Spanish. Trisha also tock over and
servad as the directar of the Artisan School of
Design in Honolul, which she subsequently
merged into Chaminade University.

Trisha was a loving, kind, and caring person whose
outgoing, selfless and compassionate nature
attracted a host of lifelong friends throughout the
Uniled Slales and around tha world.

Trisha had marny interests that included
genealogy, history, and travel,

Being the daughter of & WWIl veteran, Trisha
enjoyed learning aboul lha war. Her falher,
William Mach, servad in the 8th Air Force, 457th
Bombardment Group (B-17s) based in Glattan,
England, as a photagrapher (1944-1545), In
addilion Lo traveling Lo Lhe A371h raunions in the
U5 and England, Trisha served as an officer and
director of its Association.

Growing up with grandparents lrom Poland,

Trisha threw herself into researching her family
history in Europe. She combined her interests
in gengalogy and travel te find and meet lang-
|ost cousins throughout the US and Foland,
meeting relatives from both the Lewandowski
and Mach branches of the family tree. In 2014,
Trisha (U3} and her cousin Anna [Poland)
arganized a large reunion of American and
Polish ralatives in Wioclawek, Poland. It was
BpIC.

Additicnally, Trisha enjoyed her visits to
Scotland, Mexico, Costa Rica, Spain, Columbia,
Moraooo, Australia, Mew Zealand, Canada and
Hong Keng. Particularly satistying to her were
seeing the Morthern Lights in Alaska and
transiting the Panama Canal,

Trisha was definitely adventurous, even learning
and doing very well at indoor reck climbing.

Trisha eslablished and mainlained a supporl
group for women with metastatic breast cancer.
What started as two wormen meeting for coffee
in Kailua, grew into a group of women
supporling each other nol anly in Hawaii, bul
thanks to Loom, acress the mainland US and
Australia.

She was a dedicated volunteer who helped her
cammunily, her sludeanls, the Pacilic Avialion
Museum, the People of Praise and her Catholic
Church.

Services were held an Thursday, Octeber 20, 2022,

at St dahn Vianney Catfolic Church
220 Kenlu Orive, Kol

Visitation S:30 am, Services 1020 am,
with shart reception fa follow.

Guorial at Hawailan Memorial Park, 2pm.
45-425 Kamehameha Highway Kaneche

Arrongements Provided By: Nuuaony Memaornal Park
& Moriuory LLC

Vaughn Dale Heidenreich, 58, passed away
© Septermber 30, 2022 in his Woodstock home

surrounded by his loving wife and family,

- Vaughn was predeceased by his parents Lester
v and Amy and his four brothers, Wilmer,

Delrar, Jerry and Vern, He leaves behind his
loving wife Mary (Grossel-Adams)

Heidenreich, his four stepchildren: Mary Beth
Dan) Melani, Jeseph (Terese) Adams, Judith
[Karl) Shuh, and Karen (Raymond) Shook, as
well as three children with first wife Phyllis
[Higginsy daughters, Candace (Marg) Kresmary,
Dawn Hines, and son Curt (Lisa) Heidanreich.
Mumerous grandchildren and great
grandchildren also moum his passing.

Vaughn Dale
Heidenreich

September 21, 1924

September 30, 2022

YWaughn was born September 21,1924 in
Stockton, linois and graduated from Crystal
Lake High School in 1942,

In 1943 he joined the United States Army Air
Force, and was in the 8th Air Force, 457th
Bomb Group where he hecame a lead
hombardier in a B-17 Flying Fortress stationed
in England. Fer his service, First Lieutenant
Heidenreich recaived the Air Meadal with 3 QOak
Leaf Clusters, a symbaol of valar,

LIpen his return from the war, Vaughn worked
at Jewel Tea Company in Barrington where he
retired after 44 years as Director of Flaat
Operations.

Onee retired, Vaughn taught the AARP
Defensive Criving class for 22 years,

Yaughn loved playing golf, bowling, ballroom
dancing and watching his beloved Cublies and
Bears.

Vaughn and Mary wintered in Tucson, Arizena
whara Vaughn was the Masler of Ceremanias
for the Tucson Estates Talent Shows,

He had a wonderful voice, and for many years,
he and Mary sang together in the choir at 5.
Themas Catholic Church in Crystal Lake.

frnndinmaesd oo red poige!
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In Memoriam

(eondirued frorm presious poge)

He lived a full, rich, hlessed life and was dearly
loved by his family and friends. Even in his final
days, he repeatedly told everyone arcund him,
| love wou"

Fait accarnpli {missicn accomplished}, Vaughn

Tureral Mass was held on
Saturday, Qctober 8, 2022,
at 5 Thamas the Apostle Catholic Chureh,
451 W, Terra Catta Rd, Crystal fake, I

Luncheon immediciely followed of the church,

fin tiew of fiowers, donations can be sent fa the

Alzhelmers Assodiafion, the 457th Bomb Group
Association, or the Smot Thamas Choir,

Interment will be private,

Lt. John C.
Lindholm

.

L January 10, 2020

labin C. Lindholm of Manhattan, Kansas died
January 10, 2020, John was born in Wichita,
Kansas on Movember 3, 1923, to Mora Anns
(Borror] and Ernest Cyril Lindhelm. He
attanded Chaney High School, graduating in

1941, before attending Kansas State University,

where he graduated in 1949 with dual degrees
in Mechanical Engineeting and Business
Administration.

On Juna & 1947, he married the love of his lifg,
Mildred Ruth Socolofsky at the First United
Methodist Church in Manhattan, Kansas,
Together they had four children; Martha
(Michael) Milleson, Susan (John) Harrington,
both of Leavenworth, Kansas, John (Debra)
Lindhalm, Houston, Texas and Barbara
(Randally Angell, Bothall, Washington.

John belonged to the First United Methodist
Church whera he was a member of the United
Methodist Men, Peacemakers Sunday School
Class, Old Geerers, and other committees, and

- Mowember 3, 1923 -

sarved as Chairman of the Finance
Cammittag and Chairman of the Board of

Trustees.

In 1942, he enlisted in the Army Air Corps
becoming a B-17 pilot. He and his crew flew
17 bambing missiens with the 457th Bomb
Group out of Glatton, England from Febmuary
to April 1945, then several ohsarvational
flights, and twa flights to repatriate French
POWs from Austria. He received medals
during his service including the European
Theater of Cparation, Bronze Medal with
Two Oak Leaf Clusters, and the Distinguished
Flying Cross. He was released from active
duty in Octolzer 1945 but remained in the

Air Force active reserves until May of 1572,

After graduation, he worked for General
Electric and Midwest Research Institute
hefore starting graduate studies. He taught
while completing his MSME at Kansas
University, and than while earning his Ph.D.
al Purdua University. He joined the K5U
faculty as a Professor of Mechanizal
Engineering and later Head of the
Engineering Technology Department. He was
active in the Society of Experimental
Mechanics, American Society Enginsering
Education, American Society of Mechanical
Engineering, serving 2 terms as Regional
YWice Presidant and was faculty advisor to the
KsU chapter of the Society of Wormen
Engineers. He, along with his family, spent 2
years with a team of engineering professors
to help establish an Engineering program at
the University of Assiut, Assiut, Egypt. He
had Fulbright Fellowships to The University
af the South Pacific, Fiji lslands and
Liniversity of Assiut, Eqypt.

Giving back to the community was
important to John, In addition to his church
activities, lohn was a member of the
American Legion and voluntearad with the
Kansas Boy State program for 20 years

= sharing his WWIl experiences and mamaorabilia.

¢ He volunteered for many other programs over

¢ the years among therm the AARP Income Tax Prep
Program, the Home Care & Hospice Vet to Vet

¢ Pragram and the Kansas 24 Slate Basketball

: Teurnament. Ha was racently honored by RSWVE as
cne of their oldest volunteers,

: He was precaded in death by his wife. In addition
: to the four children, he is survived by brothers,

¢ Leonard Lindhelm of Mulvane, Kansas; Charley

¢ {June) Lindholm of Ada, Cklahoma: Morman

¢ Lindhalm of Willard, Ohin; sistars, Elanore Claribel
: “Lindy” Hurd of Alamogordo, Mew Mexico;

i Beverly Anne (Virgil) Severns of Fairkanks, &laska;
i many nephews and nieces; 4 grandchildren,

¢ Adam (Thao} Harrington of Glastonbury,

: Connecticut; Jehn Michael {Erin) Ludwig of

: Wichita, Kansas: Valerye Milleson of Fairfax,
Virginia; Caryn (David] Smith of Shawnee, Kansas
and ¥ great-grandchildren,

Memarial senvices veare held an Thursday, lanuary
T, 20200 ol the Unided Methodist Church, A
receplion jolloved,

Interment in lhe Kansos Velerons Cemelery,
Manhallon, K5 on Fridoy, Junvory 77, 2020,

Robert Charles
“RC™ Templin

Seplember 1, 1924
March & 2015

Robert Charles “RCY Templin, 93, of Grand
Island, died peacefully on Thursday, March Sth,
2018, at CHI-Health 5t. Francis, surrounded by
farnily.

The Celebration of Life Service wos on Wednesday,
Mercl 21, 2008, ol All Foiths Fureral Home n Grond
Island, It began at .00 PM with a Hime of visiting, and
Praver Service ab 200 P with a reception following.
Daniel Maranjo afficiated.

fcontinued on next pags)
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In Memoriam

(eaardined fronm prewions pages)

Robert was born on September 1, 1924 to Charles ©

and Opal (Waocod) Tempglin in Stanton, ME. He
graduated from Stanton High School and went
an to serve in WWIL Army Alr Corp, After he
returned home he was part owner of Baker's
Sporting Goods, Fremant, ME, befare he became

a salesman for MO-Kan Chemical Company., After -

his retirement, he went to work as a
merchandizer for Kraft.

On Decemnber 31, 1969, Robert was united in
marriage to Peggy Larson. They made Grand
Island their home.

Robert was a member of St. Stephen’s Episcopal

Church, the American Legion, Heartland Shooting

Fark, and the oldest mamber, literally and
figuratively, at the Health-Plex Fitness Center. He
enjoyed hoating, waterskiing, mowing his yard
and easament, golfing, fishing, hunting- having
taken many hunting trips, anything cut-of-doars,
traveling and dancing with the love of his life -

Paggy.

Those left to cherish his memory include his wife,
Pagay: children, Robert (Paula) Temglin, Jr. of
Monument, €0, and Kristia {Jack) Boysen of
Fremant, ME, and his grandchildren Reh Templin
of Colorado Springs, C0O, Jesse (Devan) Kajer of
Denver, CO, Layla Kajer (Charly de Pottera), and
his great-granddaughter |sla de Fottere, of
Denwver, CO.

As many of you know, our Dad was a B17, tail
gunner during WwWill, He had completed 2%
rissions. Upon the completion of the 30th
mission the crew was reassigned Lo raturn homea.

Mission accomplished Dad. Wheels up...

Memorials are suggested to the Hall County Here
Flight.

Vaden 5teen Pitts
(1924-2021)

Lt, W, 5. Army Air Force, WWII, son of Warner
Posey and Annie Maude Childs Pills, husband Lo
Mattie Eulalia Edwards Pitts (diverced).

Froe the Aycock Fanero! Horme, Porl 51§ ucie, Fl:

Yaden 5. Fitts passed away on January 16,
2021 in Port 5t Lucie, Florida. He grew up in
Maontross, Virginia. He was 96 years old and
wasz the youngest of 3 boys. He graduated HS
and volunteered for the Army Air Force
during WWIIL He was a member of the 457th
Bomb Group and flew 33 missions ower
Europe from January 14, 1945 to April 17,
1945, He later graduated from Randelph
Macan and went on to get his law degree and
Master of law degres al Washington
University, (now Geonge Washington
University in Washington DC) He practiced
law in OC until he retired.

Vaden Steen
Pitts
{1824-2021)

L., UL 5 Army
Aur Force,
Wil

He was an avid golfer and enjoyed his daily
workout routine, even at 26, He had a
wonderful sense of humor. Vaden was
survived by his sweetheart of over 40 years,
Barbara Getz and her family. Vaden was also
survived by his 3 daughters, Carolyn Fitts,
Marianne Litzenbarger (Earle Litzenbarger) ,
and Tricia VanGosen (Daniel VanGosen) ;
three grandchildren, Andrew Litzenberger
(Tara Litzenharger] , Ashley Litzenberger and
Emily Metcalf (Eric Metcalf) and his two great
grandchildren , Zachary Litzenberger and
Eliana Litzenberger.

Services will e scheauled at a later date.
Cantributions can e made to a charfy of your
rhioice.

: Walter F. Creigh

May 10, 1924 - harch 3, 2018

C e phate availobie)

¢ Walter F, Creigh, 93, of Buckley, W4, disd

Saturclay, March 3, 2018 at his home.
Interment with private family services were
held Tuseday, March 13, 2018 at 5t John
Cemetery.

(n Aizman's Pragen
by
Chaplzin John Eastwood

God guard and guide us as we fly
Thueugh the great spaces of the
ohy;

Be with us as we take te aiv
In mowing bight and sunshine

faix.
Etennal Fathen, strang te save,
Give us courage and mafe us
veanire;
Puotect s wherese'er we go.,
From shell and flak and fize and
foe.

Mest boved membex of o crew.
Ride with ws wp in the blue.
Dinect e bombs wpon the foe
But shelten these whom Thou dost
frow.

Heep us together on owwr way,
Guant oun work success today.
Deliver us fram hate and sin,
Und bring us safely down again.
O Gad puotect us as we fly
Thrvough bonely ways acvess the
sky
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» Bulletin Board

Mewsletter by mail or online?

We hope you have had an cpportunity to view the full
calor FIREBALL newsletter online at
w45 Fthbombgroupassac.org

We will continue to print and mail a black and white
version, but we are always locking for ways to conserve
funds. If you would like to be netified by @mail when a
new FIREBALL issue is available, contact us by email at;
theqs7thbgnewsletter@yahoa.com

QOur Departed Veterans

During each of our Stateside reunions, a ceremony is
held to henor those veterans who have passed away
since the previous Stateside reunion, Flease let us know
if vour dear Veteran has passed by contacting:

Sheila Vester, Association Secretary at:

T1o-B64-5150

She will add the name to a list of those who will ke
hanored during the naxt Stateside reunion,

If anyone has infarmation about deceased members or
obituaries, please forward those to us for the next
Stateside Memorial Service, to:
theasTthbgnewsletter@yahoo.com

Condolences for
Our Trisha Mach Robertson

One journey ends and a Heavenly one begins, for our
dear friend Trisha. Surrcunded by her loving family, she
wenl on lo prepare a A57th BG Reunion in the sky, tha
likes of which only she can imagine. Rest in Heaven my
dear friend.

-- fram Mancy Archuleta

My wary sincerest condolences at the passing of Trisha.
She will be serely missed and very fendly remembered.

| first met Trisha in 2011 at the first 457th reunion |
attended. When | entered the memorakilia reom for
the first time | walked to the large phote displays. |
spotted Trisha sitting next to some photo albums and
walked over and asked about themn, She explained they
were taken by her father wha was the photegrapher for
the 731st Squadraon, the squadron my father was in. |
gat all misty and started looking for my father, Trisha
offered words that were so understanding, comforting,
and welcoming that they created one of the best
reunion memaries | will ever have,
Trisha is special and my memeries of her will always be
special. God Bless you Trisha,

from Kurt Gunderson

| didn't personally know Mrs. Robertson, but when |
started working on our FIREBALL newsletter a few years
ago, she was extremely kind, and trusting of me,
enough te mail and share with me some very old and
fragile newsletters. Someone that kind is truly special.
Rest in Heaven Mrs. Robertsan.

--fram Dorothy Enrigquez

OFFICERS

i : zemper@msu.edu
E:isgegtem ar i P. 0. Box 130537
. 5 Ann Arbor, Ml 48113

oty rpaker1 5@hot.rr.com M. 254-824-0237
.............................. L mmm——
L‘E’;Z”&;‘m 3070 37th Ave. S.

St. Petersburg, FL 33712

____________________________ e T

adksheilav@yahoo.com
5001 Transit Rd. Apt. 313
Depew, NY 14043

M. 734-276-2758

727-433-2550

Secretary i

Sheila Vester 716-864-9150

. narchuleta@chm&11.com
Past- President 160 Mistee Dr

R Brownsboro, AL 35741

M 256-656-9155

"""""""""""""""""""""" imcleo@jps net &

141 N. Ventura St | 530-570-1561
Willows, CA 98988

chsechristd57 @gmail.com .
nephoto@kuhncom.net T17-609-5772

(EX OFFICIO) :
dbass{@bassandbass.com
BASS AND BASS
Attorneys at Law
P. O. Box 500
226 Main Streel North
Carthage, Tennessee 37030

{Mondriaaniaan 31, 2172 DG Sassenheim § |
: The Metherlands :003 1612972293
i webmasterd5Tthbombgroup@outiook com ;

Dorothy Enriguez : _ ;
Newslaiior Ediios Ethe4n?thbgnewsleﬁer@}rahoo r;u;nrni

............................ ErmrammsmsEssEsrEssssmssEsEaEEaTsssasssEsEssEssessEenden A

GROUP HISTORIANS

- :  mr-short-cut@hotmail.com
SERCi UL A% 132 Ore Bank Rd

{615-735-1122
1(613) 735-3149 fax

David Bass
Legal Advisor

Ernwin de Mooij
Webmaster

{590-971-5757

USA Dillsburg, PA 17019
: Cemetary Chapel, Stoke Doyle Rd :

le &I;ﬂ'\ngela i Dundie, Northants. England PES 5TR idd 1487 830450
s : tim. newell@ymail.com :

EL'fﬂ_ﬂe : ang.newell@ymail.com :

............................ e Y T L e e e

Erwin de Muoij Mondriaanlaan 31, 2172 DG Sassenheim &

“ The Netherlands 1003 1612972293
Europe b17research@hoimail com i

» Past Presidents

1973-75 Willam Wilbom

1988-89 Donald Sellon 2005-07: Jarmes Bass

1876 Howand Larien 1880-91: John Weich 20070 George Grau

18977-Te: Bil Sier 1992-83. Rofand Byers 2009-11: Joo Ton

1980-81: Edward Reppa 1993-87. Bily Hightower 201113 John Pearsan

1882-83: Darvel Graham 1897-88. Lee Zimmeman 2013-15% Wilkam W, Shar

1984 Wiliam Good 1898-2001: Craig Harris 201510 Wil Fluman, Jr

1985 Daad Summervile 2001-03: Wil Fluman

1985-8T: Claylon Baod 2003.05: Don Mielsen
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FUTURE NOTIFICATIONS

Information and updates will be amailed, which

you are able to unsubscribe, if you wish.

FIND UPDATES HERE:

Wahsite: w5 FThbombgroopussoc o
Facebook: www facebook comy
graupsAa7thbombgroup

Bth Ajr Force: wiw.Sthafhs.org

Welcome Our New Member

Please make welcome our newest member to
the 457th BGA, Joseph Stehle. He is the son of
loseph T. Stehle, Station Adjutant to Celonel
Luper, {of Luper's Troopers). In our next issue,
we will follow up with his story,

MNotes from the Editor

We would appreciate it if all membears, (including

Board members), would check their contact
infarmation for accuracy.

Should anyene have any comments aor

suggestions for our newsletter, please feel free to

email us. We'd be happy to include your
cammeants in our naxt issue.

For any comments or corrections, please email:
thed5 Tthbhgrewsletter@yahos.com

Visit our website today:
wwwrd 5 fthrombgroupassoc.org

STORE CLOSING

EVERYTHING MUST BE SOLD!

Q0 Q

457th Hangar Gift Shop

Sadly, we have decided to close the 457th BG
Hangear Stere. All itams have been moved to
Will Fluman's Fennsylvania residence and he
will attempt to find good homes for them, A
few things will be kept for gifts and
memarahilia. [f you are interested in buying
the whale lot, please contact:

Will Fluman, mr-shart-cut@hotmail com

Join Us in Preserving the History
of the 457th BGA

In his book, Grapes of Wrath, John Steinbeck
makes the following reference to histone:
"HOW WILL WE KNOW TS US WITHOUT OUR
PAST?" The Association was created so that
the dedication, commitmeant, and camaraderie
of thase that served in the LL 5. Army Air
Corps, 457th BG (H) would live on nat only far
them but for us and our descendants, In
arder to keep the memaories alive and
recorded, | am establishing an AdHoc Archives
Committee to research, gather, and
recommend the best methods to accomplish
the goal. We are grateful that Eric Zemper has
agreed to chair the committea. Per Mr
Zemper, "Most any museum, except those
that are quite small, has tha problem of
housing more material than thay could aver
display, The Yankee Air BMuseum has a hugs
room full of military uniferms and clothing
hung on hangers an long racks, prokably
numbering in the thousands of items, It's
impossible to display more than a very small
fraction of these at any one time in the
display space thay have, My understanding is
that they oceasionally sell some items, but
anly if the danalion agreement allows Tor it"
The guastion we hope to address is how (o
axhibit any mamorahilia we hava in a way that
will best honor the legacy. Secondly, there are
s0 many letters, memaries, and picturas tht all
of us have stored either in albums, trunks, and
closets that may or may not be something we
want to share with future generations.

How You Can Help:

1. Volunteer to serva on the Archive
Committee and wark with Mr. Zemper to
creats a sustainable way Lo preserve our
histary.

2. Readers are asked to comment an
something they read that sparked a memary,

We LIKE You,
LIKE us on Facebook TODAY.

facebook

This is a hotspot for posts, pictures, and a
forum for our 457th family and friends to
qgather, share stories, and ask questions,

Find us at:
w, focehiook. cormrauns s lhbarmbgroup

2. froptinved! or just a general comment
they'd like to share. The result would be
comparable to what the Beader's Digest and
other magazines do.

MERORABILIA ROOM - an example of how we
preserve and share the History of the 457th BG
with artifacts, photos, and various memaorabilia
at our rau r'll-E}r'IE.

PLEASE Join Us

Become a member of the A57th Bamb Group
tH) Association and receive our newsletters, Fill
aut the Membership form included in this
newsletter on the last page, then make sure to
include your annual dues whan you mail in your
form to our Treasurer, Adele Gilmere,

THANKYOU

VETERANS
==

——
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457th Bomb Group Association
611 Holmes Ave, NI
Tuntsville, AL 35801

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTEL

Visit the website today at www.457thbombgroupassoc.org to subscribe online for membership,

or, fill in the form below and mail in your subscription and dues to Adele Gilmore, Treasurer.

457th Bomb Group Association: Membership Dues & Subscription Form

» Dues

Annual Dues: 525 per person (per Year)

Note About Lifetime Memberships:
Per the Association and Board meeting held in
October of 2019, this is the only membership
category available. Life memberships are
honored and all WWII Veterans are granted
honorary lifetime membership.

P Mail form, check payable to:

457th Bomb Group Association

Aftention; Adele Gilmore, Treasurer
AT AT Avenue S,
5t. Petersburg, FL 33712

check applicable:
3 New membership

[0 Remewal [ Address (hange

» Donations

The 457th Bomb Group Association
continues to undertake new projects, as
well as maintain those that have been
completed over the years.

Please consider a donation to support
our ongoing Projects Fund.
(ontributions should be mailed to

Adele Gilmore, Treasurer

3070 37th Avenue S, St. Petersburg

Florida, 33712

Name Nickname Spouse
Address Gy Sate  Dp(+4)
© Are you a (check one):
- [ Fieballer [ Relative of Fireballer [ Other:
If you are a relative:
Name of Veteran Relanonship to you
Barth Date of Veteran Squadron # Rank
Dates Assgned Duties
i Plane Name Plane ¢ Pilots Name
Plane Name Plane § Pilor's Name
:
i POW?/ Evadee? Captured Date: Escape/Release Date:
Retired Military? Rank:
Comments;
Send my Fireball newsletterby: [ mail O email
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