749" Squadron History
March 1944 - April 1945



749th Bombardment Squadron (H)
457th Bombardment Group (H)
AAF STATION 130

2 March 194l

Mission to Frankfurt, Germany. Group led by Major Hoffman, six other crews
of this organization participated in the raid with no casualties to either crews

or aircraft.
3 march 194k

Mission to Erkner, Germany; three crews from this organization participated
in raid with no casualties.
4 March 194L

Mission to Erkner, Germany; six crews from this squadron completed mission -
no casualties to crews or aircraft,

6 March 1944

Mission to Erkner, Germany; lead ship of Group piloted by Lte J. L. Smith,
total of six crews of this Squadron taking part, no casualties.

7 March 1944

Capt. William F. Smith relieved from duty as Squadron Qperations Officer
and from assignment to Squadron and transferred to Group Headquarters and
appointed Assistant Group Qperations Officer. z

8 march 194l

Mission to Erkner, Germany; seven crews from this squadron completed mission,
no casualties., (apt. Raymond A. Syptak assigned and appointed Squadron Qperations
officer - vice Capt. Smith relieved.

9 March 1944

Mission to Rerlin; Major Hoffman, Deputy Iead, Ccapt. Syptak pilot of Group
lead, no other crews from this squadron on mission.

11 March 194k
Mission to Munster, Germany; six crews taking part, no casualties.
13 march 19Lk
No-Ball target to Northern France; lead ship piloted by Lt. J. L. Smith. Six

crews from this squadron completed mission, no casualties. Lt. Lloyd T. Balenger
assigned and appointed Squadron Bombardier vice Lt. Con F. Poyner, relieved.




749th Bombardment squadron () (Continued)
16 March 194k

Bombed Iechfeld, Germany; six crews participated in raid. It. Iennartson
flying ship No. 063 ditched in English Channel after being hit by enemy aircraft
and flak - entire crew was rescued by the Air-sea Rescue Service and taken to RAF
Bases - returned to Base the following day. Co-Pilot It. Keesee suffered from shock
and gte Blackwell, Tail Gunner, had minor injury from flak. Excellent landing on
water by Lt. Lennartson kept the aircraft on water long enough for crews to get
into the only life boat they had,

18 pareh 194L
Attacked landsberg, Germany hitting a twin-engine operational A/C field; three
crews from this Squadron dispatched but turned back at French Coast due to
mechanical trouble. It. Norman A. Kriehn released from and assigned to squadron
and from duty as Squadron Navigator and transferred to Group Headquarters and

appointed Group Navigator. Capt. Robert D. Newcomb assigned and appointed Squadron
Navigator,

19 mMarch 194l
Bombed Watten, No-Ball target in Northern France, seven crews from this
gquadron completed mission. Heavy flak was encountered, but all crews and aircraft
returned without casualties,
20 March 194l
Successfully bombed Frankfurt, Germany. Lead ship piloted by Lt. J. L. Smith,
Deputy ILead by Capt. Raymond Syptak and Lt. Parks. 8ix crews of this organization
participated in the raid with no casualties,
21 March 194l
Stand-Down
22 March 194k

Target Berlin, six crews from this Squadron completed mission. Reported
explosions and large fires as they left the Nazi Capitol. No casualties.

23 March 194

Lippstadt nrarget for Todaym; five crews completed mission. Ite. Birkman
aborted due to engine trouble, no casualties.

2, March 194l

: Five crews participated in raid on Schweinfurt, attacking four pRall Bearing
Works. Results unknown, no casualties.

25 March 194l
gtand-Down

26 March 19LL




7L.,9th Bombardment squadron (H) (Continued)

29 March 194l

gix crews from this Squadron attacked Brunswick, Germaiy. Encountered heavy
and accurate flak as well as enemy aircraft. Lt. Lennartson flying A/C No. 531
was hit in the target area by first flak, followed by E/A and when last seen was
losing altitude and five (5) parachutes were seen opening from the plane. This
crew consisted of the following personnels

P 2nd Lt. Lewis Lemnartson 0803233
CP 2nd It. Everett L. Keesee, Jr. 0754352
N 2nd Lt. Manford Markowitz 0691778
B 2nd Ite Augustine Fernandez 0681989
ET s/Sgte Thomas B. Haag 33238563
RW  S/Sgt. Clyde Es Garnhart 3670402k
RR s/sgte William T. Graham 32487977
v pfc. Gilbert C. Goode ; 16013654
TG  S/Sgte. James E. Blackwell 14126330
BT s/sgt. omer Fontaine 20133878
30 March 194k
stand~Down
31 March 194
stand-Down
LOYD A. COX,

1lst. Lt., Alr Ccorps,
sq., Historian.
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EIGHTH AIR TFORCE
18T BOMBARDMENT DIVIESION
94th Combat Bomberdment Wing (H)

457TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP

TASTH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON

COVERING PERIOD 1 MAY TO 31 MAY, 1944




1 ¥ay 1944

Lt. Edward B. Deery having been transferred to the

749th Bquadron, was apnointed Bg¢uadron Historian - V.0.C.0.
."'-' . L

On ¥ay Day our Sgitadron put up 7 ships. Lt., Colonel
Wilson was Group Commander with Major Hozier as Group Deputy.
Although the target was a No-Ball (firacourt), the target
attacked was the Roye/Amy A/D. This was due to 10/10 coverage

over the Primary Target. Results of the bombing were classi-
fied as fair. -

2 May 1944
8tand down
3 May 1944
Btand down

4 May 1944

May 4 saw the crews take off for another crack at
Berlin. Four ships were placed in the formation from this
Squadron with two flying spares. A target of oprortunity,
Bergen A/D, in Holland was attacked with fair results. The
reason for not attacking the primary was a recall from
Division, Lt. Byle, a Lead Box flying spare, filled in as
#5 in the lead box for the 4O0lst,

5 May 1944
8tand down
6 May 1944
ftand down
7 May 1944

Target, Berlin., §8even ships were airborne, Lt. Johnson
flying Group Lead. Lt. Wetherald led the high box and Berlin
was attacked by PFF technique as there was a 10/10 coverage
over the target., Bombs were dropped on Wing Leader. There
were two plans for the mission - PlaRs"A" being scrubbed.

8 May 1944
The.7£9th Squadron put 8 shiprs in the air for another
rald on Berlin Theee were flying spares and returned early

The A457th Group furnished the Lead Box and the lead and low
squadrons of the high box Coverage over Berlin was 10/10 so

results were unobserved. PFF bombing,



9 May 1944

For the raid on Luxembourg our ESquadron placed 7 ships
in the air. We flew low box with Lt., Flowers leading. Lt.
Johnson flew Deputy lead with Magor Hoffman our C.0. Bad luck
today. Leader did not drop bombs and was preparing for another
run on target when deputy lead and all others droppred on an
apparent signal from the lead ship. Bombing results poor, and
flak meagre and inaccurate.

10 ¥ay 1944
Mission to Oldenburg. FRecalled due to weather,
11 May 1944
Five ships airborne and one ground spare for today.

Target for today Luxembourg Marshalling Yards, with good
results -- no flak, no fighters. Lt. Karr flew over Namur to

gee 1f there was flak as briefed -- ™o flak", says the crew,
Fighter support was excellent,
12 May 1944

- Qut for the Synthetic 0il Plant at Lutzkendorf., The
457th furnished the Lead and Low Boxes for the 94th CBW
(Composite). The A/C was Lt. Col. Wilson. 9 ships were
furnished by the 749th. What was the strange B-17 which
joined our formation today? Looked rhony to the crews,

Rhine traffic observed to be extremely heavy today and flak
was meagre but very accurate, Fighter support was excellent,

13 May 1944

Primary target today was Politz, but we bombed the
S8econdary - Stettin, PFF bombing. Our fquadron led the Low
box with Lt. Johnson and Major Hoffman in the lead ship,

Others in the box were, Lt, Lady, Lt. Mattatall, Lt, Wetherald,
Lt. Cunefore and Lt. Byle. Results were good %o fair, Lt.
Wetherald was forced to turn back 50 miles from Fnglish Coast
as #1 supercharger went out., Officers party at which 749th
held its end up in a creditable manner. ;

14 May 1944

#Blarney Mission",
15 May 1944
" Serubbed

16 May 1944
Scrubbed




17 May 1944
S8crubbed
18 May 1944
Stand down
19 May 1944

Our Squadron had 9 crews today in the mission to
Berlin, Three were flying spares of which 2 filled in -
Cunefare and Byle., Karr had an abort. First Division
sent 7 combat wings on the center of the original eity of
Berlin. Approximately 50 E/A fighters - Me 109's and
FW 190's attacked our group. Anti-aircraft fire was moderate
and not very close to our formation. Few rockets observed
in the distance. Due to cloud cover no Strikes are visible
and accurate observation of bombing was impossible, Lt,
William G, Patry did a fine Job as Lead Bombardier of the
High Box,

20 May 1944

Our Squadron led the Group today to Villacoublay, Major
Hoffman flew with Lt, Johnson in the lead ship, There were
three ships in the High Box, the other Lt. Lady and Lt,
Stafford, Bombing results were good. Anti-aireraft fire
moderate but accurate, fighter support excellent, no E/A
opposition,

21 May 1944
Stand down
22 May 1944

Target, Kiel, Germany. We placed only 3 crews in the
air today. Results were poor,’

23 May 1944

The Group flew 2 boxes today and the 749th Bquadron
placed 7 crews in the air, flying in man and "B" Wing, The
target for WAM Box was the M/Y at Blainville Sur 1'%au, and
for ®B®™ Box M/Y in the center of Town of Fpinal. ®A" Box
dropped bombs thru a 10/10 cloud coverage and target and
results unknown, ®B® Box bombed Fpinal visually with good
results. No fighters, no flak, excellent fighter support,




24 May 1944

Qur 8quadron flew lead in the mission to Berlin., Lt.
Col, Wilson was Air Commander flying with Lt. Selwyn, Others
were Lt, Stafford, Lt. Dudek, Lt. Herbold, and Lt, Allen.
Lt. DPudek returned at 1235 due to supercharger trouble, 8gt.
Duvall on Lt, Allents crew was injured by flak,

25 May 1944

On f®he mission to Metz our Squadfon had 4 crews in lead
box, the group putting up 2 boxes of 12, No enemy A/C were
encountered by either box. Flak was meagre and accurate at
Montdidier, Results were poor,

26 ¥ay 1944
gtand down
27 May 1944

Target - Rallway Marshalling Yards at Ludwigshaven,
Germany. Alir Commander was Lt. Col, Luper, Lost 1 crew, MIA,
circumstances unknown,

Lt. William E, Dee

Lt. Robert ¥, Cotterell
Lt. Lawrence QOberstein
Lt. Donald 8. Jay

Bgt, William H, Jones, Jr,
S?Sg. Orval C, Sterner
8/8gt. CGeorge L. Hatcher
fgt. Bteve J, Bax

Sgt. Stephen L. Floyd

8gt. Thomas L. Treadwell

Bombing results were fair, anti-aircraft fire moderate, and
E/A figter attacke intense. FEleven fighter claims.

28 May 1944
Mission was to Dessau - 6 crews, with Leipzigas the
 Becondary. One A/C bombed near the primary with unobserved
results while 6 A/C bombed the secondary target, Intense
enemy A/C opposition was encountered. Injuries were received
throughout the group due to flak and enemy A/C.
29 May 1944

Target - forau, Cermany. Three crews today, all flying
spares, returned early. Results were good,

-
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30 May 1944
Target - Oschersleben. Our Sguadron had 6 crews with
Lt. Wetherald leading the low sauadron, Lt, Burns, Navigtor

in Lt, Wetherald's crew completed his 25 missions today,
Bombing results were poor. :

31 May 1944

In the attack on Luxeuil, France today, our 8guadron
flew lead. Lt., Col, Wilson with Lt. Johngon, Major Beere
with Lt. Gibbons, and Lt. Allen., It was a 12-ship box,
Target was attacked with good results. No E/A were seen and
no flak was seen at target.




EIGHTH AIR FORCE

FIRST BOMBARDMENT DIVISION

LS7TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP
7h9TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON
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TUOTH B3QUADRON HISPOYY

Jdme 1, 194k
Serubbad,
dune 2, 194

LY
Wesin to Hardelot, We put up six shipg flyins the high
baxe Raguliz unobgerved dus-to 10/10 cloud covarage == PIF boubinge

dune 3, 19

%

. Mipslon to Boulogne, We put up 10 ghips, ¥ banbinge
Unsble to see target mrea until alter barbs awaye No flake No fighterg,
H0 alreraft lost

2y o
dme b, 19k
The target for today wes Pariss a B/R choke points ¥We put up
11 shipse DBoubin g a1 the whole was emcellent, Colenel. Luper was Group loaders
o aireraft ware lost and “here was no Qalk or enemy Cfighters,
dhune 5, 15hh

Stendom,

June 6, 194k

"This was 1", Cun installations o the invasion coast,
laxcham efforts Our squadron put up 10 shipse Be wing, due to 10/10 cloud
coverage, 7y Same flalk was encountered at Caen but no ;-;ﬂt were gean, No
ships were lost,

Migglon today was to Jelalse, France, aiming to destroy all
bighway junetions in the toms We put up 3 shiprse Mo aireraft were locte
Bosbing G,lly Results uncbgerved,

vime 8, 1944

The target for today was the raillvay hmetions in the eoutheastern
part of Etampesy France, Our sadren pub 12 ghips in the aire Due to cloud
Goverage and the imposeibility of finding a target of opportunity the ships
roturned without bambing, Idght Lut Wecurate flak was encaunterad, Ho aire
eralt were losts : :

- Jume 9, 19LL
Standomi,

June 10, 19k “.

anmmﬁamlaﬁ'.inﬁ‘m. Cur squadron put up 3 ships and
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dme 18, 190k : y ' -r
Stendom,

dune 155 1944 o
The targét for the firstmission today was Hauiburg odl reflineries

in the messebaimmdon: central dock areas Owr squadron put up 9 shipge ¥No
airveralt were logts Flak intense and inaccurate, No eunesy Fighiprse’ Secand

J

(9 'q ﬂm'smm s de Bussace We pub up 10 ships, lo planeswere losts

Nio fPighter oppositicn,s DBombing results excellent.

June 20, 19hi
T * L Y ey T e o A e de g S TL R Tatk)

40 Was ..a...'al‘n.._‘._, grain for the firct wninsion .-_‘*1.-,'1:}”‘ i ks J-.L...‘-drm

put wp nine shdps and lost none, Ilak was intense and accura'e over the targete

e e e . { »

Reguive Wore goode

Ppecond mission of the day war o ..a.uten. Our squadien pub up
shree shipe and flew lead in the low baxe Ho ghips were loeat. Resulls pocre
- 11
dms 21, 1944
Big "BM was the targete Our squadron put up 2 ships, Flak
vas noderate but accurate bubt no encwy :’-rr_rcra,t were n"arawhl. Hone of o
wiveralt was losle X

1

ame 22, 19U

' The target for today was the /Y at Rouen, France, Our

squadron put wo § ships and flew lead and low in the low-boxe Ho aireralt

were lost and resulis were coods

-

June 23, 1oLk

The tareete for
squadron put up 6 ships and all
ad ingcourate flak was r-neoum

v was Ste lartain @nd Jisenonts Our
urned safelyes Weathey wos 10/10. Light

Jung 2hy 194k
This time it was 2 switching station at Holque in France, Our
squadron put. up 3 ships to go noballinge All rcm, ned :mfn.ly. Negults were
2000
June 255 194k
Tarcet was Jontbartier, a buried fuel dumpe Owr squadron pub
9 ships in the eivrs ighler escort was excellent) enomy sirerart nil,s no flaks
none of owr chips was lostke Boubing results excelleab,
: ' &
June 26, 19ikL L
Serubbeds

vt : SEaaar
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g
oy 1, 190 ' i ;
stand Domme
| duly 2, 2904
stand Downe
July 3, 19k
~ stand Downs Wil
July by 19k
The target for today wes in the vieimity of Ssumur, Frence, but it was
not bambed due to complete wdercast, wosv adreralt retwming with lhedr
banbse Our squadroen put wp five shipsy all revwmed sefely.
2y 5, 190 |
stand Dewne
ndy 6, Ml ~

Theve were two missions vodey, boih agaiust Hobells, The firsht, led
by Lie Cole Theodare Gs Hoffven with Capis Domald E. lady se Low Sox lLoader,
wae 4o Dertveville (G, Jusn, wd the secund wes Yo Tenepoure, Our squadeon
pat up Gen ehipe for the firel miesion aud thrves fov the gocond, Nome was
lost on 'either mispicn.

doly 7, Wkl . -
%MWW-&M;&M&;:WW--WM!&WM&
group pab up two wings, the "I Ving beling led by Cepte Paymond A. Syptak,.
Cur gguadros put up ten crevs for this visual mission. ALl roturne’ safely.
duly 8, 94 -
Thie wes @i wnenceeséivl mission ageinst Wwo noballe due to 10/20
- gloud eover at the tergeis. deven shipes were put up Wy the squadrong . Six
of thess wewe in 24" force which did not bowb, Tho obher was in "B¥ foree
- which attacked e targei of opportunity, Peix airiicld,.
July 95 19kd : |
squadron sent wp six crewss "
July 10, 1944 \

#
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July 11, 1944 ' '

This weg 2 PFF mission to Uunich, The group put up the lead and low
bexes of the Shth "B" Wing, and Captain Donald B, Ledy led the low bexe The
squadren had eleven ships up, All returned ww, '

July 12, 19kk

"hatargetmagain!w,h, W‘thbWWm‘bﬂpmwlﬂﬂ :
and low boxes of a wing, this time Siith "B", Ceptain Joseph ¥y Reilly led the
low box, which did not besb Munish dus to insbility 4o distinguish the amolke
aarcerse The bax bombed a target of appnﬂunﬁ.w balieved to he aleuﬂm. Y
the squadron sent out eleven ships, The ship piloted by It, Ndward Komed

was hib by flak on the bomb run to the primary and the prop blown off the
* nunber one engine, 7The airevalt dropped ocut of the farmttions Suhsequently
the Yiar Department reported the ship had landed in S«‘!Hit&arlmd. The other
_Mhmmmwmmnsisaﬁelm

A

e -

Mar-w,l%h : ¢
ihe targstmmniah, PIF, again, The squadwon # u only two
ghipse The mission was more or less unefentful emecept that hehi@bw:

turned righty as briefed, after bovbs awy, mﬁletmm@ndlmbm -
turned I.sft. The ls'ﬁ.h ﬂnm,r Joined the hm.h g and returned with ite
Vo crows wore Llogd. :

duly by 190d

July 15, 19LL
'ﬁ;‘.andnmm.
July 16, 19kl
: onmmmmmmmwﬁat,Mbemgmd. The grovp put up the




| g,
July 19, 194k

Today's target was the airceraft and air armasent factory 8t Augshurg,
The Group put up the S4th "B (OF and Major Rgymond A. Syptak led the high
box, cleven crews {rom the squadron participating, Shortly before the LP,
_mwmgmmumwsboutwmwwmmmwleadm
hity dropping out of the formatiens The bomb run was usde without ineident
byt}nlaadmdlwbm but the bomb bay doors of the high bex lead ship
didnutqmmzdt}wmr!mpednrmmmlymamsimal Al of
our squadron's crews returned scfely,

July 20, 19uh

The target was leipaig and turned out to be P""ﬂ’, nlthmgh visual
bombing apveared possidle almost up to the last momente The Group put wp
the loed and low boxes of the SLth "BY (Bl Ibe Cole Theodore G, Noffman
led the Winge Our sguadron supplied seven aireralt, lo one was lost.

: Tha{}r'mpputupthehighbmm%m*&aw*ﬁ*éﬁgmtadw'l
mission, which was to Sclweinfurt ball bearing facteriese The "AY boe leadew
!mﬁwmbtrmbhamithademtylmdartmkm. lnst of the ships in the
hox were wide of the target but did some danagee The "BY box leader was not
abla to symchronize on the primary target in time and most of ite airorveft
bombed Deerfeldan; a target of opportunifys Our squadron pub up seven crews
and all veturned salelye 7

Jaly 22, i9hh

Stand Downs
July 23, 1914

sm:dliéun.
Jaly 2k, 19kh

Thiamzimwaamsumaﬁtm@mndxmmtm&hmwﬁ
Hormandyre The Croup mut up Iaa.d, lowy and Hdgh boxes and part of a "igh
High" box Lo attack the eney line sbreasts There were difficulties of
lining up and of picidng out the iPIs, but 2il but the high bex bombeds The
low box was led W lajor Raymond A Syplaite Our pquadron put up 12 crews,
Hone are missinge
duly 25, 1944

Thie mission was & siwilar one Lo yesterdayls, being in support of our

troops in the Ste Lo area, Uircusstances were mare favorsble and ihe mission
better ewecutedy We sant out 13 crewse lNome was loste



duly 26, 19hk

Seavbbed,

July 27, 15k : . : 2

Scm}}b@dg ' ; e ¥
July 284 1914 | |

This was & PFF mission, the target being a eynthetie ofl plant b
dergeburyy Germanye Our group formed the Shth "A" O and our squedron
put up ten shinse The mission wes larpely uneventful, bambing heing
wirough 10/10 undercaste ALl aireraft retured safely,
duly 29, L7hL _

The target was the auwne ag yesterday 'sy bub tldg time a visuel run
wap mede and results beldeved coods We pubt up eleven ghipse Yo one wes
iogte : '
duly 30, 13kl

Suend Tiowne
duly 31, 19hL
_ idnnich wos agadn the targete Dosbing wab Wy PFF although visval

basbing eppeered possibie up Lo Lhe last memente The group fwmiched the

Suth "OM O and the squadron put up 12 crews, No aue was lost from our
squadren, but the proup lost one sircrafte. .
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1 August 19L)

12 aircraft and 10 crews on mission to Chateaudun, France, All
returned, e =

2 Augdst 19LL
o mission,
3 August 194

9 aircraft and 9 crews on mission %o Strasbourg, Germany, All
returned,

L August 194k
3 aircraft and 3 crews on mission to Anklam, Germany, All returned,

Second mission on this date was to Fiefs and Coubron, France, All air-
craft returned.

5 August 194k

7 aircraft and 7 crews on mission to Berlin, Germany, All returned,
6 August 194L

11 aireraft and 9 crews on mission to Berlin, Germany, All returned,
T August 194k

11 aircraft and 9 crews on mission to Nanteuil (Bridge), France,
All returned safely,

8 August 1944
Tio misgione.
'9 August 19k)

6 aircraft and 7 crews took off on mission to Kunich, Germany, but
were recalled before reaching target. All returned safely.

10 August 19k
Ho mission. _
11 August 19k
8 aireraft and 8 crews on mission to Brest, France. All returned.

5



12 August 19kk
No mission.
13 August 19k
8 ajrcraft and § crews on mission %o Brionne, France. All returned.
1l August 1Ll

10 aircraft and 10 crews on mission to Stuttgari, Germany. All
returned.

15 August 19hh
Yo mission.
16 August 19Lh

9 aircraft and 9§ crews on mission to leipzig, Germany, and all re-
turned, One enlisted man wounded.

17 Avgust 19kk
o mission.
18 August 19LL

9 aireraft and 9 crews on mission to Huy Bridge, France. A1l returned.

19 August 19Lh

Yo missione.
20 August 19Lh

lo mission.
21 August 19Lh

No missione
22 August 19kk

Ho mission.
23 August 19hL

o mission.

..

5
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2l August 19L)

§ aireraft and 9 crews on mission to Weimar, Germany, and all
returned.

25 August 194k
8 aiveraft and 9 crews on first mission of this date to Peenemunde,

Germany. All returned safely. On the second mission our squadron put
up 3 aircraft and 2 crews to lense, France. All returned,

26 August 1944
o mission, '
27 August 19kk

9 aireraft and 10 crews on mission to Berlin, Germany., Iilission was
recalled and all returned safely.

28 August 19LL
No mission,

29 August' 194k
Ho misgsion,

30 August 19LL

10 aircraft and 9 crews on mission to attack the shipyards at
Kiel, Germany. All returned safely.

31 August 194k
No mission.

Comments The 3lst of August completes an entire month of operational
misaim_g with no crew losses.
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1 Septesber L9LL
i thds date lajor Wilbwy De Ghox was “qadror
comsand 26 Auguet vice Ibe Gol. Theodore Oy Hoffwen
mmaﬁm. memmwwmrmammm
- 2 Septembe 19LL

missiomn, Capt, Joseph T, Tellly was Squadron Operetimns UCfloor having
mMmmmwwa.w.

3 Septesbor 19LL
TmmmmmmmmaWMWMWu
ALl rotumed selolye L8 25k
&ﬁaﬁgqu wkiw..mmn. Jonee was Squadron vice
Gapt, Idayd T, . p st
o mlsslone
6 septembar 154k
lo missione
7 Septesber 194k
o mieglon,
8 septenber 154k

mmm



the tall gumer, Sgbe Glen U, Sesber ' swanneonmniod FISNc0s
ALl members of both oress mi retorned to base '

are ¥ Bnd 14, Robort Be Lottox, mavigater on b, Fampton's
o8ty .mmm,mmmm:nmmmwwam

11 Cegrtesder 154k

i
il
&
a
:

13 september L9LL

1, Septenber L9LL

15 septamber 194k



| 20 Septesber 190,
8 date lst b, Villisa L, Oibbong wae appointed Sguadron Operaticons

tids
vige Coptain Joseph s Nedlly, Yo mission,

. m
0oy

21 septenber 194k

22 septanber L9l
23 Eeptasber 19k
2l septauber L9LL

o niosions
wisaiane
missions
misaione

o
o
lio
o

25 Seplember 19LL

in a mission to Frenikcfrt, ALl retumed, Oaple
26 septeciber 1944
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1 October 194k
o mission.
2 October 19k
Nine cvews participated in a mission to Kassel, Germany., All returned.
Two officers, 2nd Lt, Harold W, Patrick and 2nd It, Edward R, Sage, were
wounded.
3 October 19LL
No missione
L October 194k
i ssion scrubbed,
S October 194k
. On this date lst Lt. Frank H, Pearman was sppointed Squadron Bombardier
vice Capt. David B, Jones. Nine crews participated in a mission to Cologne,
Germany., All returned.
6 October 19LL
Eight crews took part in a mission to Stargard, Germany. All returned.
7 October 19LL
Pwelve crews were sent on & mission to Politz, Germany. All of these
crews returned safely, bub Capt. Loyd A. Cox, Squadron Intelligence Officer,
flying as an observer with a crew of another squadron, was killed in actien
when hit by flak over the target. The aircraft in which he was riding sub-
sequently landed in Sweden, where Capt. Cox was given a military funeral,
1st It, Williem J, Morrow was flying as D/R lavigator in the lead aircraft
with Colonel luper when it was lost to flak over the target. Lit. Morrow is
misging in action. _
§ October 19kk
o missione ‘
9 October 19LL

On this date lst It. Roy I. Vaughn was appointed Squadron Navigator vice
1st 14, Cabriel D, Ofeish,

10 Ocbober 194k

-l

No missione



11 October 194k
lo missione

12 October 19kL
idission scrubbed,

13 October 19LkL
Mission scrubbed,

1l October 194k

Wine crews took part in a mission to Cologne, Cermany, and all returned
pafely.

15 October 19LkL

The squadron sent out ten crews on another mission to Cologne, Germany,
all returned, S/Sgt. Idnville Wills was wounded.,

16 October 19LlL
o mission,
17 October 194k

‘Ten crews participeted in another mission to Cologne, Germany., All
returned,

18 OCectober 194L
Hission scrubbed,
19 October 194k

The squadron put up ten crews for the mission to Mannheim, Germany, and
all returned saefely.

20 October 19k
No missien,.

21 October 194k
Ho misgion,

22 October 19LL

Nine crews took part in t-ed-'s *nﬁ.sai”ﬁz to Hannover, Germany, all returned.
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23 October 19hk
lio mission, ’

2y October 19LL
lission scrubbed,

25 Cctober 194k

Nine crews participated in a mission to Hamburg, Germany, All returned
gafely.

26 October 194k

Nine crews were sent out on a mission to Bielefeld, Cermany. All returned.
27 Octgper
7 Octgp 1k ;

lMajor Raymond Ae. Syplak todsy assumed command of the squadron. Nission
scerubbed,

28 October 1944

The squadron put wp nine crews for a mission to Munster, Cermany, and
all returned safely.

29 October 19LL

lio mission,
30 October 19L4

Ten crews took part in another mission to Munster, CGermeny. All returned.
31 October 1944

o mission.
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1 November 194k
o mission.
2 Novenber 19kh

Nine crews participated in a mission to Lieraebu.r;g, Germany., All
returned. R :

3 November 194k
No mission.

L November 19LL
No mission.

5 November 194k

Eleven crews took part in a mission to Frankfurt, Germany. All re-
turned safely.

6 November 19kl

The squadron -sent up 9 crews on & mission to Hamburg, Cermany., All
returned.,

7 November 194k

Ho mission.
8 Hovember 194h

Ten crews were pub up on 2 mission to Merseburg, Germany, but the mission
wag recalled. The aircraft piloted by lst Lt. Arnet L. Furr was lost as the
result of & mid-air collision over the English Channel. The whole crew is
missing in action. The members: Lt. Furr; 2nd It, Sterling H, Book, Jr.,
co-pilot; 2nd Lt. Joseph W, Andrews, Jr., Navigator; 2nd It, Leon i, Plagianos,
Bombardier; T/Sgte. Donald D, Brunsvold, Top Turret Cunnery T/Sgt. Richard C.
Weaver, Radio Operator; S/Sgt. leroy E. Wetzel, Tail Gumnerj 5/Sgt. Warren M,
Rankin, Ball Turret Gunner; S/Sgt. Glenn M, Wisdom, Waist Gunner,

9 Hovember 194k
Ten crews participated in mission to Metz, Cermany. All returned safely.
10 November 19L4
Ho mission.
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11 November 194k
No missione
12 November 19hh
Migsion scrubbed.
13 Wovember 19k
No mission,
1l November 194k
Mission scrubbed.
15 November 19LL
. No mission,
16 November 19Lk

Nine crews took part in a mission to bomb gun emplacements and enemy
troop concentrations near Eschweiler, Germany. All returned safely.

17 November 194k

No mission.

18 November 19l
No mission.

19 November 19Lk
No missione

20 November 19Lk
No mission.

21 November 9Lk

Ten crews participated in another mission to Merseburg, Germany, All
returned in safety.



22 November 19LkL
llo mission,
23 November 19Lk

The squadron sent ten crews on a mission to Celsenkirchen, Germany, All
returned.

2l November 19LL
Ve miaaion.'.
25 Ngveber, 191l
Nine crews took part in a mission to Ma'x"aeburg, Germany., All returned
to base except the crew of 2nd It, Jack E. Wescott, whose aircraft left the
formation after the target due to lack of oxygen and was hit by flak at 2000
feet over Dunkirk. The plane was crash-landed in a turnip field near Marck,
France, No ocne was injured.
26 November 19LL
Ten crews were sent on a mission to Misburg, Germany. All returned. ‘
27 November 19hk
liission scrubbed.
28 November 19LL
No mission.
29 November 194L

Thirteen crews participated in another mission to lisburg, Germany.
All returned.

30 Hovember 19L)

The squadron put up ten crews for a mission to Bohlen, Germany, A1l
returned safely.
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1 December 19kl
No mission, |
2 Decenber 19kk .
Major leon (MMI) Stamn assumed command of the Squadron, Mo mission.

3 December 19kl
Mission scrubbed.
L December 194k
10 crews participated in a mission to Kassel, Germany. All returned,
5 December 194l
Ho mission.
6 December 19Lk

8 crews took part in a mission to Merseburg, Germany and all returned
safely. Gapt.hdy].edthzlwnqudrm

7 December 19lkL
Mission scrubbed,

8 Decenber 19L)
o mission.

9 December 19kk

Thasqummputupmwsmaﬁsumtoswttwt,mw All
retwrned safely.
10 December 194k
No missien. .
11 December 194k
9 crews participated in a mission to Frankfurt, Germany. All returned,
Capt, lady led the low squadren.
| 12 December 19k

10 crews participated in a raid over Merseburg, Germany. All returned
safely. Major Stann led the group.
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SETRET
13 December 194l
lst Lt. William C. Watts was designated Squedron Mavigator. No mission.
1l December 194k
No mission.
15 December 194k

The squadron sent out 10 crews on a mission to Kassel, Germany. All
returned, Lt. Herbold led the high squadron,.

16 Decenber 19hk
No mission.

17 December 19k
No mission,

18 December 194l

10 crews took part in a mission to Gersany. The missien was recalled
on account of weather., All crews returned safely.

19 December 19hkL
Only L crews participated in a mission to Gemund, Germany, The weather
prevented them from joining other crews. All returned to England but landed
at other bases. :

20 December 194k

No missione

21 December 19hk
No mission.

22 December 194k
No mission.

23 December 19k
lo mission, 2nd Lt. Clifford (MMI) Hendrickson, pilot, and the following
six members of his crew were killed when the A/C in which they were flying
from Port Reath toward their home base crashed., They had landed at Port Reath
after the mission of 19 December; F/O Joseph L. Kilmer, Navigator; F/0 David
SEZEET
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SESEET
E, Williams, Jr., Bombardier; Sgt. George H. Bruer, Top turret gunner;
Sgte Edmund T, Fitzgerald, Jr., Waist gunnerj Sgt. George B, Hawley, Ball
turret gunner; and Sgt. Robert H, Riedel, Radio operator. Thé co-pilot,
2nd Lt, Walter B, Graves was fatally injured, dying on 2 December. The
only surviving member of the crew was the tail gummer, Sgt. Clifford A.
Heinrich, who was seriously injured.

2l December 19kl

12 crews participated in two efforts in bad weather against Kobleng
and other targets. All returned. Capt. Knudson led the low squadron and
Lt. Nowling the high squadron. ' :

25 December 19LL
lio missien.
26 December 194k
No migsion.
27 December 19kk
9 erews took part in & mission to Cerolstein, Germany, All returned.
It. Hedrick led the low squadron, 2nd It, Edwin C, Brgun, tail gunner in
the lead aireraft was wounded by flak in the foot.
28 December 194k
No mission.
29 Decémber 194l

The squadron put up 10 crews on & mission to Bingen, Germany. liajor
Stann led the Group and Capt. lady led the low squadron., All returned safely.

: 30 December 19LL
Ten crews were sent out on a mission to Kaiserslautern. All returned
to base except Lt. licCall who was forced by mechanical trouble to land on the
continent; no one in his aircraft was injured,-
4o, 31 December 19kk

Ten crews participated in a mission to Krefeld-Uerdingen. All returned
safely. s O
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FETRET
1 January 1945

10 crews participated in mission %o Kagsel., All returned. Capt.
Iady léd the low squadron and Lt. Hedrick the high squadron.

2 Jarmary 1945

Tmmdrmmtuplomsmamﬂmtom, Germany, and all
returned,

3 January 19L5

9 crews took part in a mission %o Cologne, Germany., All returned.
Capte lady led the low squadron and Lt. Hedrick the high squadron.

Ly Jamary 1945

Stand down.
5 Jammary 1945

Stand down.
: 6 Jamary 1945

10 crews were sent up by the squadron on a mission to Kempenich,
Germany, and all retwrned. Major Stamn led the group. :

7 January 1945

10 crews took part in a mission to Bitburg, Germsny - all returned.
Capte Herbold led the low squadron,

8 Jarmary 1945
Stand down.

9 January 19L5
stand down.

10 Jexmary 19k5

11 crews participated in a mission to Euskirchen, Germany. It, Hedrick
led the high squadron. A1l crews returned safely except the crew of 2nd It.
Frederick C. Gauss. Lt. Gauss was killed when he tried to parachute to
safety from his burning plane south southwest of Louvain, Belgium. His
clmte apparently failed to open when he bailed out too close to the ground. -
m;vlamhaduughtﬁ.rcfarmmtmedmnm enroute to the target.
A1l other members of the crew parachuted safely and subsequently were re-
turned to base uninjured.
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11 January 1945
stand down.

12 Jammary 1945
Stand dowmn.

13 Jammary 1945

The squadron sent out 10 crews on a mission to Maximiliansau, Germany,

1 Janvary 1945
L, erews took part in a mission to Cologne, Germany. All returned safely.
15 Jamuary 1945
Hiasien scrubbed.
: ; 16 January 1945
~ Mission scrubbed.
17 January 1945
8 crews participated in a mission to Paderborn, Germany - all returned.
18 Jamuary 1945
liission scrubbed.
19 Janvary 1945
Stand down.
20 Jarmary 1945

9 crews took part in a mission to Rheine, Germany., All returned., ILst
L’tu Horace B. Whippla, bmrdm, mmmw ﬂﬂk.

21 Jannars_'wlﬁ

The squadron sent out 10 crews on a mission to Aschaffenburg, Germany.
All returned. Capt. Koudson led the low squadron.

22 January 1945
7 erews participated in a mission.to Sterkrade, Germeny. All returned.
SETRET
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23 January 1945
Stand down.

2l Jamvary 19L5
Stand down.

25 Jammary 1945
Stand down. '

26 Jamary 1945

27 January 1945
idssion scrutbeds

28 January 1945

10 crews took part in a mission to Cologne, Germany. Capt. lady led
the low squadron. All returned except the crew of lst Lt, Wallace F.
Boyes, Jr., pilot, whose aircraft was last seen leaving the formation a
few minutes after bombs away with one engine feathered., Besides Lt, Boyes
the crew included the following:

ist It. Elmer W. Felgenhauer, Co-Pilot
2nd It, Kenneth J. Purst, Nevigator

2nd Lt, Merritt D, Turner, Bombardier
T/Sgt. Francis J. Horan, Top turret gunner
T/Sgt. Abrahan Feldman, Radio operator
S/Sgt. Frank Trapani, Ball turret gumer
5/Sgt. Roy S. Duitman, Waist gunner :
8/Sgt. Robert A, Dilley, Tail gunner

29 Jamuary 1945

9 crews were sent out on a mission to Siegen, Germany, and all returned
‘gafely, Major Stamn led the groupe. ‘

. 30 Jamary 1945
Stand down., lgtmr.lhrsh (lI) Hovey was designated Squadron Navigator.
# 31 January 1945
Mission scrubbed.
SECEET
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1 February 1945

The squadron put up ten crews on a mission %o Ludwigshafen, Gernany.
A1l returned, COCapt. lady led the'low squadron,

2 February 19L5
Wission serubbed,
3 February 1945

Ten crews participated in a mission to Berlin, Germany. A1l returned,
Capt. lady led the high squadron.

L February 1945
Stand down.

5 February 1945
Hission scrubbed,

6 February 1945

Ten crews took part in a mission to Schmalkalden, Cermany. All returned.
Capte Herbold led the high squadrone

7 February 19L5
Stand downe

8 February 1945
lission scrubbed.

9 February 1945

The squadron sent out ten crews on a mission %o Lutzkendorf{, Cermanys.
A1l returned.

10 Februery 1945

Ten crews were pub up by "bfme squadron on a mission to Dulmen, Germany.
All returned. Capte Herbold led the high squadron,

11 February 1945

Stand downe
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12 February 1915

1=

Stand down,

13 February 1945
Mission scrubbed.

1)y February 1945

Ten crews took part in a mission to Dresden, Germany. All returned.
Capte Gibbons led the low squadron.

15 February 1945
Seven crews participated in a mission to Dresden, Cermany. A1 returned.
:.Lﬁ February 1945

Thesquadmmtaut?GMsmam.sﬂ.mto(}elsquchan. A1l re-~
turned.

17 Pebruary 1945
Stand downs

18 February 1945
Mission scrubbed,

19 February 1915

Ten crews took part in a mission to Gelsenkirchen, Germany., ALl re-
turned., OCapt. Lady led the high squadren and Capt. Hedrick the lowsquadron.

20 February 1945

The squadron put up ten crews on a mission to Nurnberg, Germany. All
returned, Capt. Herbold led the low squadron.

21 February 1945

The squadron again pubt up ten crews on & mission to Nurnberg, Cermany .
All returned. Capt. Lady led the low squadron.

22 February 1945

Ten crews participated in a mission to Salmwedel, Cermany. All re~
turned, Major Stamn led the Group, and Cept. Knudson led the low squadrone

TEITET
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23 February 1945

Ten crews took part in a mission %o Bamberg, Germany, All returned,
Captes Hedrick led the low squadron, .

2y February 1945
line crews took part in a mission to Hamburg, Germany., All returned,
25 February 1945
The squadron put up eleven crews in a mission to Htmich, Germany, A1l
returned, Capite. Gibbons led the low squadron and Capt. Herbold led the high
sq;aclrcm.
26 February 1945

The squadron sent out ten crews on a mission to Berlin, Cermany, All
returned.

27 February 1945

Ten crews participated in a mission to leipszig, Germany, All reburned.
Capte Knudson led the low squadron,

28 February 1945

Hight crews took part in a mission to Soest, Germany, All returned.
Capts, Gibbons, leading the low squadron, was rescued from the English Channel
off Horth Foreland by Air/Sea Rescue after the aireraft in which he was flying
caught fire and plunged into the water foreing the crew to bail out. Capt,
gibbons was the only member from the Th9th Squadron.
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Lt, Charles S. Pellinger has replaced Lt. Hugh M, Hamill as Squadron
Historical Officer VOCO, Lt., Pellinger j the squadron as Assistant
Intelligence Officer as his principal duty,

0fficers and enlisted men have been transferred in and out of the unit
leaving the assigned and attached gtrength at 116 officers and 152 enlisted
men - & loss of three from each group as compared with lagt menth.

The unit steff officers for the month are as follows:

Commanding Officer ..esesscecces Major Leon Stann
Executive Officerecccsscscscecss liajor Jolm B, Roberts
5=l cesescsscsesasssssssvessesss Capt, LeRoy R. Barber
5-2 BEBEBNB B MO NASREBRBERNERNERD A Glpt. Lu'ry D, nm
5—3 SEIRINBEOEPBIADEATIRIRENRDANS Cl.pt. William L. Gibbons
S'h_ SEsEENERUNENDRRBEEERGROIRRES lst 1t, Charles R, Love
m Mﬁﬂw ssseesnavenvonnan G‘p‘tv. Marsh Hovey

Sqdﬂ Bonbardier sececessessssees 18t Lt, Clinton E,. Vells
Armament OLficer ssevecescsessss Capie Saul Tobias
Engineering Officer ssessssssess Capt, Guy C. Sturdevant
Ordnance Officer seecvsesccscess lst Lt. Leigh Stanton
Comunications Officer svessvses 1t It, George F, Tighe

Both efficers and enlisted men also received their share of glory
with promotions - 10 officers and 50 enlisted men receiving boosts in
rank and grade.

This month sew plenty of flying activity with the return of good spring
weather, It is possibly the greatest month of aerial activity for this
squadron since the start of World War IIj rail, industrial and oil targets
were hit - vital to Hitler's sagging Festung Eurcpa.

Twenty-three days out of the month saw this squadron in the air with an
average of approximately nine A/C and crews up in the "blue® on the desig-
nated flying days over targets on the continent, On three days - 2nd, 3rd
and Sth - Chemnits was the assigned target which was bombed with obliterating
results as was the raid of 7th on the Soest Marshalling Yards, repair shops
and locomotive depot. Also included on the list was the devastating rald
on the submarine pens at Swinemmnde of the 12th, The Allies hoped on this
raid to knock out the Nagi U-boat building activities there which will, in
all probability, be their last bid to win the war in hopes of crippling
our vital merchant marine - so precious in getting supplies and reinforce-
ments to our fighting men on the Buropean fronts. The raid, according to

photo intelligence reports, was highly successful.

The capital ecity of Berlin received its share of the weight of our
bombs, as it has in the menths gone by, on the 18th and 28th of the month.

(1) Morning Report, 22 March 1945,
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Of the 16 A/C and crews which participated, one A/C with its occupants
failed to return on the 18th - the plane piloted by Craig P, Greason, lst
It., 0-825840., The entire crew (1) along with Lt, Greason were missing in
action for several days, but only a few days age the unit received the
good news that they were safe -~ joyous news to the families of the men who
had been notified by the War Department. ‘

The squadron mourns the loss of F/O Kemmeth R, Wall, T-132528, who was
reported killed in action as a result of enemy flak on the Osnabruck raid

Other important strategic targets were Recklinghausen, which was bombed
on successive days - 23rd and 2lth, Bremen, Kassel, and Fulda, The latter
raid on the marghalling yards there, PRU reports on this target show sidings
disrupted along with the passenger station, repair shops, and boiler house.

The S~3, operations section of the unit, had a banner month with an
average of 15 planes operational per day; while losing only one A/C during
the month to enemy action, and another being transferred out of the
squadren, However, to take their place one new A/C was received and will
be included in the squadron's daily status report. A great deal of credit
should go to Capt, Guy C, Sturdevant for his efficient engineering section
for maintaining such a large number of A/C during a busy month of activity.

The squadron area has taken on a tone of color with the men grabbing
brushes, and lending their artistic talents to livening the fronts of their
liseen Huts. A walk through the area would convince one that the squadron
under the able leadership of Major Leon Stann, had received a "shot in the
grm" with men out paving the walks and landscaping the grounds with flowers -
a barometer which should read -~ and does - that the morale has reached a
new highe

Major Stamn received notification that he had been awarded the Silver
Star for "brilliant leadership and quick actions at a time of extreme
emer ecan be attributed the success of the operations and a safe return
of A/C and crew" on & mission over Germany, (3) All the squadron is mighty
proud of their "O.Q,‘.;'

(1) Ralph L, Gray, 2nd 1€, 0~833910 ~ (2) Morning Report 21 March
Rudalph Haumann, 2nd It. 0-2660279 19k5.
William R, HW, T/’ . 16169775

Thomas E, Madigan, 8/Sgt. 12206898
Blair (NMI) Aramul/t, Jrey S/Sgt. 31262754

Ralph S, Ingreham, S/Sgt. 31150089
Garland J, Frost, S/Sgt. 3772L876
Kernneth L, Haseltine, S/Sgbt. 31351753

(3) Authority G.0. #3k, Hq. 8AF dated 5 March 1945,
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The "Fighting 7L9th" continues to be one of the most active squadrons
of the Group exemplified by its accomplishments during the month,

Officers and enlisted men have been transferred in and out of unit leaving -
the asei and attached strength 2t 121 officers and L3 enlisted men - &
gain of 5 officers and a loss of 9 enlisted men as compared with last menth,

On the 13th of the month the C.0., Major Stann received the news that he
had received his temporary appointment to Lt. Colonel (1), and of course he was
pleased as was the entire squadron for both enlisted men and officers alike are
very fond of the "0ld Man,"

The gtaff officers of the squadron remained the same with the exception
of the appointment of lst Lt. Dale &, Baldwin as Squadron Bombardier to re=-
place Capt. Clinton E, Wells. Incidentially Capt, Wells is a brand-spanking
new Captain too (2), receiving his captainey during the month. "Congrats" to
Capt, Wiellsl WYe're sure that Lt. Baldwin will handle his job with the same
finesse and spirit as did his predecessor.,

Other officers and enlisted men also were promoted - 16 officers and 3l
enlisted men receiving boosts in rank and grade, in addition to the two
previously mentioned,

With continuing good weather carried over from last month, the squadron
was busy carrying its loads over both Germany and occupied France, hitting both
airfields and transportation centers so necessary to Germany's war machine
which was sagging with the weight of allied bombs.

Fourteen days out of the month saw the units' aireraft in the air with
approximately O aireraft and crews on the designated days. On the lith and
15th, Groups of the lst Division, in cooperation with a drive by the French
Army to eliminate a German pocket of resistance, struck at enemy gun emplace~-
ments at Royan, France, near the mouth of Gironde River, 60 miles north of
Bordeaux, The 7h9th wasg no exception on these days and with a total of 18 A/C
and crews up for the two days, attacked this target which marked the first time
the squadron or the lst Division had attacked objectives in France since 9
November 194);, when the tactical targets in the Metz Area were pounded prior
to the new offengive put on by Ceneral Patton's 3rd Army.

With clear weather in our favor, the squadron had 16 aircraft and crews
out on the 8th and 20th April when the targets of Halberstadt and Seddin,
transportation centers, were bombed with considerable damage to repair shops

(1) Authority Par 11, 50 89, Hq. 8AF, dated 30 March 19L5.
(2) Authority Par 7, 80 100, Hq. 8AF, dated 10 April 1945,



and rolling stock at both cities being scored.

Jet airfields in the Berlin area were pounded on the 9th of the month,
which inflicted severe damage to the field and made the runways at E‘urstm-
feldbruck totally unserviceable.

On the 10 April the squadron with 9 A/C and crews up, attacked
Oranienburg with its large ordnance depot., This mission provoked strong jet-
fighter opposition from the nearby fields in the area. Aireraft #L-8366 with
Capt, Melvin Me Fox, pilot of the plane, and his crew are ¥,I,A., possibly as
& result of "jets" which were attacking that day singly and in pairs approach-
ing fram 6 o'clock. Four officers and 3 enlisted men of the crew failed to
return - all popular members of our "combat crew family.," Their loss is
nourned by the entire squadron,

The Uperations' Section had another "bang up" month with a total of 126
planes over Hitler's Furope. The Engineering Section, under the capable
direction of Capt, Sturdevant, had its usual share of troubles but managed to
come out about even for the mon'hh with one A/C salvaged and another coming in
to take its place.

The Flying Fortress "Pistol Packing Mama® Rene ITI, (A/C #h2-38113), will
fly no more for it met a noble death when it crashed on 8 recent mission to
Hopeten, Germany, This aircraft wag the one thousandth B-17 produced at the
Boeing Plant at Long Beach, California, and presented to Lt., Col., James R.
Luper, pilot and former cormanding officer of this Group. Rene III began her
tour of active combat duty in the Eurcpean Theatre of Operations and was one
of the ships in the Group fcrmation on the lst mission of the Group and her
first mission,

On her active tour of duty, Rene III flew 63 missions anéd during this
time had three erash landings, and suffered minor or msjor damage on thirteen
different occasions. OUn its last mission to Hopsten, Germany, It. Greason and
his crew had bailed out when the valiant ship pummeling to the ground exploded

as it crashed into a factory building in the town - a glorious ending to a
"valiant warrior® in this fight for a democratic way of 1life.

Officers and enlisted men alike received their share of awards and
decorations for their flying prowess with one officer, It. Bernard (WiI) Liss
receiving the Purple Heart, having been wounded in a flight over Lohne,
Cermany last month, A grand and staggering total of 239 OIL€ and 31 Air lMedals
were given out to men of this "Fighting Aggregation,® Col, Stann can well
be proud of his fine teanms,

Wen of the Th9th can wear their insignia now with pride and confidence
for its approval has been received from Washington (1). Squadron achievements

(1) Attached see Photostatic Copy of Letter dated 9 April 1945 from Hgs. AAF,
Waghington, D.C, and Insignia.
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By authority delegated to the Commandi
T letter 400,161 (12-7-42) Ch-E-i, d
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have been many, testified in part to & series of letters and pictures which
are attached and self-explanatory, and as one officer put it, "The finest
Squadron in the Most Cutstanding Group of the greatest Alir Force® about sums
up how we all feel about our squadron (2).

(2) See attached Exhibit "A" and "B" of pictures of Squadron Area,
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