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T2 pRpasTyme 3 < K 0 NE‘V
SEE L ke ptal, . O
RS i . U. 5. ARMY AR FonGEs of # 0 ¢
s J. 9079 /) RERORT OF AIRCRAFT,
!
(1) Place . AAF Station 130 PO 6?brugry 19)45

Amcnary: (B Tleel.nd model . B.l‘(("’ .J— .J /(‘) A F =C7 s (') Station . MF 130 -.
Organization: (7) . 8t.h e v __-_ ol - 7th L 49 *m Bow. Sg.u;..‘:‘on .(H)._

“(Command and Alr Pt g (Or oup) Py (Sq.wlmn)

PERSONNEL

T —— e = ——— —_— = —.:'--- ——

|
NAME 1 ! k T e '
(Last name first) . Ramval  Smmial No. ’ RANK u‘ﬂ t Bravch Axgoi;r .r.:,:n;)l

(14 (15)

.5'2,)] . B R 05
| Nader | ;87 AC_ | Bth 4F |
Ac-ﬁézlﬁs Capte ' 38, (Bl . AC.

. 0=773020.| 1t Ltal 28 V¥ “AC

32363946 | 8/sgt 30 ‘ AC

P

o
Ru"f, John (.,lv* .uuShOp SUrvet, Folma, Hants, 3

|
|
! |
e
|

(Last name) " (First name) " (Middie initial) L b (Rank) (Personnel class)

8000w 08000 § i
(20) .. DOHERTY = WILLIAM K. 162 (22 Major . (a3 18 (24) _AC
(Branch

Assigned (25) ____ Bth‘ AN . o .,.)_4573"'0 e (39 750t I WRRY ¢ SO
(Command and Air Foroe) (toup) S¢ i, (&gm\ J > i
Attached for fiying (29) ._3th AF . @ T @) i AAF 130 / - |

((»ommnnl and Air Foroe) (Group) (Btation)

Origmal rating (33) L’.Llot (34) 29 JLLJ.Y lgn:-un. rating (35) R-&-Ot (36)22. July'l‘immmm rating (37) . .Sﬁg_’t 'J.d..,

(Date)

Finsy Pivor Hous: Ly \ /7 \
(at the time of this accident) \ \ ; 30 .
(38) This type.. . 3'17 TSR EREURE el 2432V (42) Instrument time last 6 months._____
(39) This model .7 . m - “ (43) Instrument time last 30 days..____
(40) Last 90 days...... ... NS , : (44) Night time last 6 months
B s sisvisicvimisiiionls o iiistans, A (45) Night time last 30 davs ..

AIRCRAFT DAMAGE Bl

: (49) LIST OF DAMAGED PARTS
' [ # _GComplete destruciion - e —

- vv‘v

{(23) Enginel(s)..... M,‘ B = - ‘...A.CWAQ.“.-&atru.cv‘.‘w..' e
(48) Propelier(s)..| W o= W1 W=+ | 8 ...Compleie destruction. . .

(88) Weather at the time of accident .. J1s ’lbm, = 1100 yards‘ Clouds = M.Lu at._300. .eL.L.

_¥Wind = South at 12 mphe ER b, uM

(31\ Was the pﬂot fly ing on instruments nw time of accident . 10«
(8%) Cleared from  AAF Station 130 | a3 To .AAF Station 130. (84) Kind of clearance . Local

SLASSLIEICA Foiony -
SEB Phs a0 o83 ~.tmg.
199 FBoL & Basseon 0-

38 Nature of accident Landing dccidents ¥

" OATE = T
— i ol < e =4
(67) Cause of accident . PAiot_gver shot last twrm ioto field and in attempting %o tom huik inte.

_the runway, stalled at too low apaltitude to aflect a recovery.

R Rfsm R
Ll 1 /
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DESCRIPTION OF ACGID
* , DESCRIPTION OF ACGIDENT

(Drief narritive of accident. Includg statement of responsibiggy anf reconggendations for action to prs\'n-m repetition)
2 ¢
. N - e '

Descriptions At 1620 hours, 6 Pebruary 1945, Wajor WILLIAM K. DOMERTY, in air
Trad )

cralt § LL=72C, at the completion ¢f a local test [ FPt, was at erpting tc

g T go around on first atterpt due t¢ Jer airera in the traffic
pattern, he circled the field at 200 feet using a ¢lose~in patterne Or the
final apy.roach, thes airgalt was not lired up with the lan iing runway, and it

is assumed that the pilot stalled out of 4 steep turn in attempting to line up,
The stall occurred at too low an altitude to affect a recovery.

Responsibility: The responsibility for this accident is attributed 1007 to pilot
error, however it is felt that the weather was a cuntributing factor Win that it
necessitated a close-in low altitude trafiic pattern,

o J(:o

v = - : $ v "‘
LClirmencai.ong None,
————— -

o : ‘( 7 *
(ﬁ ' fm
ROD L. FRANCIS,

Lie Cole, Mr Corps,
Aircraft Accident Committee.

\l 4 \1.
Signatufe lw o - —

i ¢ i bl vwwi igmi ing ¢
WILEUR D. SNOW, JAVES A. MAOUTPE,
Kalor, Alr Corps, Kajor, Alr Corps,
Alrcraft Accident Committee. Alrcraft jccident Officer.

1, February 29L5 * 9
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HRADQA®I'ERS
ARMY AIR FORC: S®ATION 130 *
Office of the Flying Control Officer
AFO [J_E?' U.S. Army

. 7 February 1945

SUBJECT: Airereft Accident of B=l17 /4B8=720.

TO t+ Operations Officer, 4 7th Bombardment Group, AP0 557, U.S. Army.

Y l. Bluebell N-Nan Aircraft No. 48-720 Pilot Major William K. Doherty,
0=411462 was cleared at 1450 hours Tuesdey 6 Feb 1945 for @ local eltitude flight,
E.T.R. 1700 hours. Weather conditions on take-off were contact, visibility 3500
yards, cloud bese 2500 feet. Instructions were given to the pilot to stay imn R/1
contact with the tower. The message wiAs acknowledged.

2. At 1520 hours Group Operations instructed the recall of Bluebell N-Nan.
Bluebell N-Nan did not aciggowledge the tower's R/T request to return to base. A W/T
messege was phoned to Polebrook Flying Control. Bluebell N-Nan was contacted by
Polebrook W/T but contact was broken before the message could be sefit.

3« The aircraft from the operational mission were landing on Runway 28,
(wind South 5 knots per hour,, visibility 1100 yards and cloud base 600 feet at 1600
hours) when an aireraft later identified as Bluebell N-Nan, at approximately 1620
hours seemed to skim the trees 1000 yards from the 23 end of the runwey, dip its
right wing, drop the nose, then crash to the ground. Fire and smake commenced
immediately.

4Le Crash act)on was started at once.

S5« The aerodrome was last inspected at 1230 hours 6 Feb 19.45.

”~

AR E

i -“‘ P.msiz\.,
ist Lt. » ‘CQ
Flying Control Officer.
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SIATEUENT |

—

The ship came over the field &t not more than fifty 550)' foet, diagonally
to whe lemding runway and from the left side, Crossed 28° at this angle and
Went up to 150 feet with a turn to .the left getting onto his downwind leg.
Dyring this turn he cut two (2) or three (3) other ships out which were in
the pattern.. When he began his turn from the base leg to his final approach
he had an altitude of not more than 150 feet. Dur!.& the turn he lost most
of 100 feets The ship was now at a 45° bank, He shlllowed his bank because
be began turning too scon and would not have been lined up with the runway,

He flew in this bank of 20° for five (5) or ten (10) seconds, and again
+ steegened it to a 45° bank. He wis now not more than fifty (50) feet off
the ground. Just before leveling out which would have him lined up perfectly,
his left wing seemed to strike some object and turmed the plane in a diving
attitude. The ship's position at this time was nose downward, 90° perpendiou=
lar to the ground at about & height of thirty (30) feet. At this point nothing
could have been done to put the ship in a flying attitude because “of the low
altitude, I believe that the plane's left wing hit some objeot®while in his
final bank because of the low altitude durins the turn and when the left wing
was dropped in the‘turn the wing tip was jus off the ground. The ship was
put into a nose downward attitude violently which could only be made by his
left wing hitting some obstruction, It ocould not have been a stall,

s Wy
“Rererrl. tacd
o

HENRY S BLACH,
2nd Lt,, Air Corps,
Pilot, :

~
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LA - , 7 . -4

ol ‘rwc;' at AAF Station 130 &

the return of
1945 observing U oy WO’

; under : owards touch~-
t 1620 hours the signed looked b tho;.m
o ?:m 1anding rumeaye unidentified B-17 was
doen end

titude (estimated at
at a 10:;1“.”,,, out on the final
1y continued to drop
cart-wheeled,

. y/ y §5 g s
Al O

m‘m Do Smn i
Major, Air Corps.
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o ¢ smap@anTERS ' ¢
* ARMY AIR FORCE STATION 182 "
e Office of the Fl¥ing Control Officer
APO 557, U.S. drmy *

® 7 February 1945

Reference accident of &*.lr,craft B=17 #4£ 720 Bluebell N-Nan.

I wes positioned et the 1000 yerd magnesium site for Runpay 28 when I noticed
an aireraft which'had turned on the final approach. The aireraft was in a very steep
bsnk and the left wing tip appeared to be less than 50 feet from the ground.
Straightening into level flight and as the aircraft approached, it seemed the pilot
nogiced he was too close to the trees so he banked to the left and tried to gmin
altitude but was unsuccessful and hit the to} of one of the trees with the tip gf his
right wing. Control of the aircraft was lost 2nd it nosed down, crashed, and burst
into flemes imnédi:t'oly. o .

) G ')! .
MEIVIN R. NICHOLAIgES, 36737800,
Cpl, 88th,Sta Comg Sqe
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. S-T-A-T-E-M-E-N-T

Ship overshot runway, made very steep turn to get back. It seemed the
ship stalled out in the turn and the right wing droppgd hittving the trees.

) . % Vo wy> A]

FREDERICK L. BOATWRIOHT,
1st Lt., AC, O-7634T74,
.Pilot.

(Rye Witness).
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